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1. . Examine yourſelf as follows Wi ith regard 
NOT 10. th the time paſt, VIZ. - » r 


_ a = AVE I frequented the houſe 


what principle did I do it? 


If cuſtom or curioſity led me thither, did 
cuſtom or curioſity make me attend to 
the ſervice? And did attention make me 
conſider it? And did conſideration make 
me at laſt take pleaſure in it? If a ſenſe 
of duty led me thither, was it a ſenſe 
of Saito nded in love or fear? If in 
fear, did 1 worſhip the Lord with an 
3 awful 


of God? If 1 have, from 


Was it cuſtom or curioſity 
that led 1 me thither, or a ſenſe of duty * : 
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awful reverence? If in love, Sid I [wore 
I delight: eee 


Mp.” him 
Have I been glad to enjoy the fair 
beauty of the Lord, and to viſit his tem- 


ple? Have I then been moved with, and 
bite hi is worſhip? And 4, Ire- 


_ ceived any ſuch impreſſions from it, as 
have had a due ee oN ordinary 4 


life and converſation? 


Have I wiſhed for opportunities of 

communicating, as firmly believing that 
Chriſt is my life, my ſtrength, my ſup⸗ | 
port, and comfart at the Lord” 8 ſupper * 


Have I then wiſhed for that time, when. 


F ſhall enjoy my Saviour face to face? 
If I have not, how could I with for him 


at the Jacromend?) Could I with for the 


1 ary for the F and not for the 
thing repreſented by them?; 0 
Have 1 — Had 


L faith? If I had, how. did I know it? 
Did my faith produce good works? That' 
is, ſincere repentance towards God, and 


univerſal charity to man? Have 1 been 
conſtant in lh pubick ane, and's or- 
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And has my atten» 
. 5 e on. them e Kh i me * 


* K have. I not rg been religigus 
by fits? Or have I not lived in com- 
mon, as others do? Have I not 
4 placed all, or moſt of my. religion in 
outward acts of devotion, and thought, 
23 acted as if I thought, that a 
punctual obſervance of theſe ſuperſeded 
— of other duties? And have 
I not, in conſequence of this, neglected 
to prepare myſelf for God's worſhip, and. 
to let it have its due weight with me in 
my ordinary converſation? Have I not. 
forgot that publick prayer is only the 
means to a good life, and not a good life 
itſelf? That it is only the way to, and 
not the end of chriſtian perfection? £ 
Have I not, (for one miſtake natu- 
rally. draws. on another,) have 1 not 
received the ſacrament, and then vainly | 
imagined that all was done till the next 
ſummons or i witation to receive it? 
Nee I not looked upon my fins as par- 
its +. doned, 
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the Lord's table; tho' I had 15 
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doned, an myſelf as reſtored to God's. | 
favour, merely becauſe I have partaken of 
put on 
the wedding garment, nor reſolved to 
lead a new life? Have I not conſidered 
this inſtitution, or lived however as if I 
conſidered it, as the ſum and ſubſtance 


of religion, and not as a means of n; 


to further and aſſiſt me in it? 8 
Or have I not ſet very light by the or- 


dinances, and publick ſervice of God? 


Have T not looked upon them as mere 
ceremonies, and therefore, of ſmall; if 
any importance? Or, if I have uſually”. 

attended them, was it not to ſave appear- 


ances only, and to be thought religious? 


That is, was it not hypocriſy, was it 


not ſome ſiniſter view or other, Which 
encouraged me to an a fem of Sal. 


neſs 5 1 281. 4: 


 OrifI have reddit Wy PROF ”% 
and eſteemed it my duty to frequent it, 


have I not been groſly blameable, | how 
ever, in my behaviour there; either for 


want of ſerious conſideration before” * 
went thither, or for want of continu- 
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as 1 it in mind, while I was there, 1 
that God was preſent in a peculiar man- 
ner, and that the buſineſs I was! about 
was of the higheſt moment? Have I not 
been uſually diſtracted in my devotiom 
there, thro the cares of this world, mn 
the allurements of ee 41 08»; 


4 


2. Means 8 if. as : follows with re- 3A 
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| Au C . hindred. 0 1 
God's publick worſhip ? If I am, what 
is it that hinders, me ? Is it neceſſity? If 
ſo, is it neceſſity of my own cauſing ? 
Or is it unavoidable neceſſity? If una- 
voidable neceſſity hinders me, do Iattone 
for this, by employing my hours well 
ori it a0 a if 45 " 
„ e fort of | buſineſs? Can it be done 1 
| as well at another time? Or is it ſuch 
as ought to be preferred to publick wor- 
chip ? Is it buſineſs, for inſtance, which 
| | has a tendency to ſome good; ah 6. 
: | buſineſs. of mn, | 4112 ©, 30s 4 
t 1 . 3 ty Or. 
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the indiſpoſition pr 
reliſh for ſpiritual things! I ſo, i it 


* gat King to myſelf, to the having ſet my 
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does the indiſpoſition proceed? Does it 


ſelf by any folly or imprudence? Does 
d from a want of 


r too much on this world ? 


Or if nothing hinders me from embrz | 


wr opportunities of'' repairing to the 


Houſe of God, does nothing hinder me 


from being ſo attentive thete as Lought? 
Ifany thing occafions my theughts to wan- 


der, what is jt? Is it mere infirmity?-But 


is this infirmity to be charged on my 
neglect? Or do I pray earneſtly againſt it, 
and ſtrive . againſt it, by weaning 


my thoug - 
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real diſeuder ? If it 
__ does, is it ſuch as I beought' upon my+, 


ts fro n carnal objects, and fixing 
them as Ba as I can upon ſpiritual ? 

Am I no further engaged in the\yprkd, 
Lendes- 
vour to live as I pray? That 18, to 
have all my behaviour itable to the 
tenor of my e [i 11 fo, hs wean 


ferious? 10Db Lie the Lord —— 


Maker's praiſe in hymns of 


entirely 
and regardleſs of every t 


chance to wander, do I immediatel 
recbllect them, and wately over them | 


+ When the" publick ſervice 


empor. 

Wi in prayer will be bew, and par- 
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d then, befole 1 8 5 che houſe 
4 ver. think of com 
ae my paſſions? © D661 Hr er v 
Lam about to pray for, and 0 who 
Tam, a going t. to addreſs. 2 Am * 


in a peculiar manner? Do i 
gratitude ? 
Do I attentively g along with" the 
miniſter, and pronounce a hearty amen, 
at the end of eve prayer? Am I dat. 
ing the Whole tüte of dirine ſervice, 


taken uß in 


and my duty? Or if- — thooghis 
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e of che. 
church is over, do I ſtill continue my de 


more carefulty? 15 nec 15 l. 
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Lotions? And do I abſtain, for ſome | 
| confiderable time at b leaſt, even FIT w_ IF 
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6 R 04 1 ot) in de of | calling tf the 
ſabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, 


find my own, pleaſure, do my own ways, 


and ſpeak my, own/ words? Do I not go 


from the fair temple of the Lord, to di- 
verſions not always becoming; and to 


make viſits of amuſement often, but ſel- 
dom thoſe of charity? Do I not turn my 


foot from the ſabbath; from doing the 


; Lord's whole pleaſure on his holy. < 


Nay, do I not ſay in my heart, when will 


the ſabbath be over, that I may ſet forth 
wheat? Am J. not all devotion and dut 
to God one hour, and all for the world 


and vanity the next? Do I not raiſe my 


affections to ſ piritaal, and then fink them 
again at once, to corporeal objects? 
Do I not beg; one part of the day, that 
I may not enter into temptation; and de 
J not, e part of the day, expoſe 


5 miyſelf to i either by adding fuel to my 


paſſions, or by engaging myſelf in ſuch 
things, as are not of God, but of the 
world? et 46 arty vir; ti 
Dol not TY unco 
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n of our "Merion ud per- 
am I not whiſpering, or 


ing © —— around me, ahn 1 


een be devout and ſerious : 
5 0 Inot neglect joining in the . 
Or if 1 do join in them, do I not 
join coldly and indifferently, without 
underſtandi 
for? „ xt 


Do I not FRA. 3 in _ 


prayers; And are not my: wandrings vo- 
luntary? Am I not loth g guard againſt 
them, or be at the pains of ſtopping all 
thoſe, avcoucs and occaſions: which give 
birth? Do I not think them of 
den concern, and little, if at all, 
gerous to the ſoul ? 3774. pri 1 12665 Ev riot 
0 I not go to the houſe of God 
without previouſly conſidering whom I 
am about to addreſs, and what I am 
ing co pray for? Without a full ſenſe of 
my own wants, and the ſufficiency and 
greatneſs of God Or do I not hurry 
upprepared to the Lord's ſanctuary, wit 
ruſh into it as the horſe ruſheth into the 
battle ? bh aun devotion, my publick 
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Does not dhe dendb umu prevent me 
Sw going to the houſe of God? A very 
light indiſpoſition, a very trifling acci- 
dent, or very unneceſſary buſineſs.? DO 
I not prefer many things to it; and uſually 
repair thither, when War een 
me ue N 
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Ir Jam, and have beers — ade 
devout in publick worſhip; am Treſolved 
to be ſo? Am I then reſolved to be ab- 
ſtracted from the world as much as poſ- 
Able? Am P reſelved to lay all my dare 


Pu” 


upon God, ſince he careth for me? And 
am I reſolved to deny niyſelfall-worldly 
indulgences, and morti 8 45 wr You 
IF Fneicker Gee uent 
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eqvented the houſe of G6d; am 1 
ling to do it for the future? Or if 1 have 
not F eaves there Wirk ferioufneſs. and 
ASD | attention; 
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| 1 e Re 
As eine diſpleaſure c:of Almi 
God? As -expoſed to a tl nfatid: dan- 
gers, which 1 neither could — nor 
prevent? As ſurrounded. with num 
berleſs temptations, which I neither could 
eſcape, nor reſiſt? As having a variety 
of needs, which 1 could not e 
| ſupply? And 
rh was too weak to conquet? . 
Or, have I conſidered myſelf as a re- 
e creature? As delivered from this 
bondage of corruption, into the glorious 
liberty. of the children of God? Have 1 
6 conſidered, who. it Was. that redeemed 
me, even the only ſon of the moſt High? 
Have Tconfidered how he redeemed me, 
even by leaving heaven, taking my na- 
ture upon him, and ſuffering in it the 
moſt ignominious death? = 1 feri- 
ouſly. conſidered. theſe truths? And di id 
ſuch contemplation make my ſoul pant 
after God, in derout and e ac- 
1 knowledgements pes {ho 
Or, if I have not acquired an babi- 
tual diſpoſition to prayer, by reflecting 
u row. God 8 fr and 2 own wretch- 
© edneſs; 3 
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| prayer —— with: 
ſeven times a day, or with David three 
times; have I been upon my 
ever, every night aud morning: 
ſevered in my 
2. life ren (5 15119900 8b forum 0 
And have E made it payer" to retire 
Fan ſome little while before, to commun 
with my on heart, to abſtract my 
| thoughts from the world as much as 
template and adore the 
el ahd mod of God; that I 
might attend on the Lord without diſ- 
traction, and offer a ſacrifice of my lips 
4 alul-wall-pleaipg; to'T him? $15) 
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| R have I not rather uſed, my daily 
Prayers as a ceremonious form 


of words, and no neo Have I not, 
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either from the cares or pleaſures of the 


5 world, immediately repaired to my de- 
votions ;. and fallen low on my knees be- 
fore God's footſtool, without eyer pre 
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Th, over quay, Pr or 
ſlight occafton or other? deln 


+ of r, if ere E knees; 


or much ee Ae 57 ay 
little intervening accident? Or, at leaſt, 
have I not been ſo conciſe in my prayers, 
that all was over before I could well re- 
collect myſelf? If 1 could have beer 
brought to ſome degree of earneſtneſs, 
* not wag. devotions- am; or ever 
ad * 4 with reſpact to the habitual 
— to ptayer, (which the ſerip- 
tures call, praying without ceaſing,) have 
I not been ſtrangely regardleſs of this ex- 
cellent chriſt” 9 ? Have I not 
neglected all thoſe means by which 1 
eight acquire and preſerve it? That is? 
have I not very ſeldom and perficially; 
if ever at all conſidered the eurſe of the 
fall, and the bleſſing of redet I tion > 
Have T nat difegarded the hap | 
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uent in prayer?” Do | f 
; ety and devotion to 4 worldly 


rit? If fo, does neither uſineſs nor io 
ory aſure "kinder me in | this ket 


my & 
; k b J 
( 2 's = 


e bis res, 
neſs - 1. 1 do not often 4 pray unto him, 
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© of bim and = 
adore him; ner Lam 0 Sig in tje 
houſe, or walking by the way, whether of 

1 ing down, or riſing up? ß 


4 1 


% - 
ny * * 8 
1 1 " b 
| * Am 
* 
* 
* 

8 

- A | 
2 — 

* 
W 
4 » 
4 , 
p o 
EET ks 3 4 
y 7 5 GE £#% ids [8 2, N 


” Am L inſtant in nana 0 wh con- 
Bae that a ſpirit of devotion is to be ac- 
quired, : as all other excellentes we 
to be acquired, by cuſtom, application 
and experience? Do I reflect with my 
ſelf that the world I live in, is a world. 
of various temptation? That I am a very 
weak and diſordered creature; and con- 


| A ſequently ſtand in need of all thoſe aids 


I can meet with to raiſe my devotion . 
amongſt which continuance, in prayer is 
far from being the leaſt? Or do I reflect 
with myſelf upon that ſin, whatever it 
is, which ſo eaſily beſets me, and con- 
ſider its nature and malignity? And do 
J hence perceive, that perſeverance and 
length in prayer are the moſt likely 
means of convincing me of the gil 5 
ſin, and of fortifying my mind againſt 
the power of it? Do I think, and very 
juſtly, that God is too good a being to 
need much intreaty? But do 1 think; 
at the ſame time, that I am too weak 
and wretched, not fa, want the t ance 
| of Praying. n much? ef e e NN 


| his glory? Do I conſider that, though 


7 Alle 9 n anne % * 1 o * ns * ** ee ao : N * 

„ "= Ah n * ML : a. * - D n 1 We FEED þ \ ak > > 4 4 5 | 

2 ** at 75 ** 8 85 WE * x4 nnn „ * * ** & rere e » 5 v7 5 * n a Ku 

% ny F Wa 152 5 "yu TH F * Y. 7 6 N a; iS Fo fo bt, x l e * "I N r 
2 ” : ! i 8 7 1 $ 7 94 I. A * 

7 x * 3 94 en 4 1 « '» N * 5 . * 
io 7 
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8 I particular in prayer? Do 1 lay al f 
N wants before God; my ſpiritual wants 
: y? Am Ifo far from forgetting all 
ben why that I do not forget one? 
Do I in recollection gather up the very 
fragments of his bounty, that nothing be 
 loſt?: DoI enumerate all the ſeveral in- 
ſtances I can recollect of God's favours - 
towards me? And is this a joyful c- 
caſion to me of ſo many diſtinct ſongs to 


every bleſſing from him deſerves my no- 
tice, yet the greater the bleſſing is, the 
more exalted ſhould my gratitude be ? 
Do I confider that it is not enough to 
thank the Lord for his goodneſs, With 
out taking a particular ſurvey of the num- 
ber, nature, and manner of his bleſſings ? 
That it is not enough to thank him for 
thoſe favours he confers upon me; in 
common with the reſt of mankind, un- 
leſs 1 praiſe him too for'theſe-extraordi- 
nary. mercies J have received from him: 
more eſpecially for that ſtupendous taken | 
of his bounty, the revelation of his ſon; 
no nay fo great'a part of the world is en- 
ws 15. 5 tirely 


—. -- Pp Ane of - him, an 
a re of his law? wer 


| Res * ay be. too general 7 0 reach the: L watt | 
"Do. I reflect with myſelf, tet a part = 


1 with a 
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Dol reflect with myſelf, — addr 


ar confeſſion of my fins. muſt ſtrike a 
deeper ampreſfion. upon me, than a ge- 


neral confeſſion of them only? And do 


ſuch reflections, work u pon me with their 
due force? Do they make me humble 


myſelf in duſt and aſhes; { when 1 call 


to mind that variety of fins I am guilty of, 
which exceed the ſand. of the ſea-ſhore 


for multitude? And do Iconſider, that the 
more I am ſenſible of my own faults; the 
more; I know my inſirmities, and ſee the 


corruptions of my fallen nature, the more 
earneſt and perſevering prone verges 
Paas. to the throne of grace?” 

But how do I confeſs my ſins f: D0 
penitent hee! "and 
with a lively ſenſe and abhorrence of 


them Do I then conſider the nature of 


thoſe fins I am goilty of, and their ſeve- 
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of o 


ral 1 ? Whether ho are 2 
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ib ignorancd, .whether it is —_— . 1 
ble or wilful? Whether they are ram 
dr deliberate? Whether they are ſins of | 
aw or ſins. againſt, ee 
Or Spe n are oh or: ba- 
11 alben ub 3 mg Aldreſſes in - 
3 5 ati Jeſus Chriſt Do Icon: 
ſider that God hears my prayers for his 
fake only; as he has pardoned and re- 
ceived me into favour * his ſake only? 
Do I diſclaim all of being hear 
for my own rightequſneſs?- And daI 
fully and wholly rely on the meritorious 
paſſion of my Saviour, through Wim 
alone I can have acceptance with che fi- 
ther, and on whoſe account alone: he 1H 
0 promiſed to give me all mung? 8112 3 
5 I pray for all the world? For i 
my enemies, as well as my 2 i 
a or the unknown, as well as the known? 
And. am I fervent in prayer? 
riand* what I want? And d 
defire/ what 1 9 
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1 e e * = 
"Ale b deſires reaſonable, great, active, | 
operative, and laſting ? Do I feel a want 
of what I pray for? I pray for wiſdom': 
but do I endeavour to by wiſe unto falva- 
tion? I pray for contrition: but do I 
love the croſs ? I pray that God may: be 
in my thoughts : but do I divert them 
from = world? I pray, not to fall into 
iin: but do I ſtrive to avoid it? Do I 
pray as earneſtly for theſe, and ſuch 
like things, as I pray for plenty, when | 
TI am poor, for health when I am _ | 
and for ſafety when I am in danger? 
But do I then find myſelf any better 
la my prayers? Am I ſatisfie d and con- 
tent, whether God hears my prayers or 
not? Am I more able to reſiſt tempta- | v: 
tion chan uſual? Do I gain any ground Ig 
in my ſpiritual affairs? Am I more cha- fe 
N adler more ſober, more temperate, is 
more mortiſied, more ſerious, more pa- v 
tient, more forgiving, and more en 
ed, chan. 1 was wont to ns he 


0 R am 1 not (rather. ing diſcontent II. 


%%% / ( a .aee.._. cc 


© 


: - Ws» l : * wh. PARODY a . „ e LSE een V. n 
c R WY Le $44 n 9 Ca Rs. N "JE TY WE 8 9 TEES; # 2 
OD pI n l r | RE \ $73 5 he : 77 -F 9 
W EA, * 1 Jos 2 a Sh Na WW 2 OE; 5 [4 Wes 4 WA 5 2 45 : £ 
in x 8 7. þ . » b - ; 2 e 
* * * 4 K's . , 
5 5 SG »bd £ 0 , V. 4 
4 Ix. : \ " $ io i 8 
5 l 
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prayed at all? Am I not ſtill behind in 
my duty, and till a ſlave to my paſſions? 
Am I not ſtill unable to reſiſt a pleaſing 
temptation; and ſtill carnal, ſold under 
ſin? I pray indeed, for ſpititual gifts and 
graces: but how do I pray for them? 
With zeal and fervour? Do 1 not rather 
pray for them, without the leaſt feeling 
of the want of them? Or, even without 
a true ſenſe of the nature and meaning 
of them? Do I not pray for them, with 
out ſtirring one foot myſelf, or uſing 
any endeavours of my own? Do I not 
vainly imagine, or act as if I did ima- 
gine, that my prayers will work miracles; 
forgetting; the tendency of prayer, which 
is not to make a change in God, but to 
work a reformation in myſelf? r 
I pray indeed for all u bit 


how do I pray for them? Not with f 
a real deſi re of being heard. For am not 


I- envious, revengeful, and malicious? 


ing others as well as myſelf, my enemies 
375 Tg eſpecially ? 


Or, if not ſo, am I not far from wiſh- 
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22 6450 mew : BY o * Jap 
hey And yet, cif 15 
as well as myfelf, in order to pray for all 
heartily, and as a'chnftian ſhouldꝰʒð2˖ 
Do I not fondly: imagine chat God will 
hear me for my own fake; that L have 
ſome merit of my on, which may claim 
Bis favour? And am 1 not therefore, 
proud of my devotions, and apt to deſpiſe 
others, as not being'®. eee W as 
1 en N 
Do T not content mytelt wich a gene- 
1 rat confeſſion of my ſins? And conſe- 
quently, am I not a ſtranger to that re- 
Pentance not to be repented of? Am 1 
not ignorant of a true penitential ſorrowẽ, 
becauſe I do not know myſelf as I ought; ; 
N Ifancy 7 Treally 
1 and becauſe I do not ſet the black 
en of my ſins before me in full 
view? Do I not eſteem it ſufficient to pay 
0 eral acknowledgement only for Gol's 
_ favours towards me? Do I not, for want 
of recollecting all the particular inſtances. 
of his goodneſs to me, end myſelf indiſ- 
7 poſed for particular inſtances of gratitude ? 


An; ox WEIR conſidering the various 


tokens 1 


* fect creature? wreteßzed; and 
do 1 not obig 5 
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bus 
be to? That is; he I not forget te 


conſider, that whatever my deſign 18 in 


life are, God muſt give a bleſſing to them, 


or vain is the ſtrength of man? Do I not 


forget to conſider, 5 that apt the T., rd 


build the houſe, their labour is but loſt 
that build it? And do I. not forget to 


, that I cannot ſtir one foot with-' 


out the permiſſion of God; and that 1 
may as well expect to remove i mountains, 
as to ſucceed in what I take in hand, un 


leſs he thinks fit to lay, it ſhall proſper | 


And conſequently, do I not forget to 


conſider, that the more I am engaged 
either in buſineſs, or in pleaſure, / the 
more ſhould I pray unto him to crown it 
with ſucceſs; unleſs the buſineſs or Plea- 
ſure be ſuch, as is either criminal in it- 
elf, or made ſo by abuſe and exceſs? 


n 11 
3.0 Ex xamine your ſelf as follows with regard 
71 7 t the time fo come, viz. VB ; 


; WW; 1 am, and have been ſuch as 1 
to be, in my private devotions; am I wil- 
a * to War in the e courſe? Am I 


je 


4 


E= life, — have. a oo 1 to pre- ; 
ſerve my mind in a heavenly frame and 
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temper ? Will J frequently retire, and be 2 1 


in priyate ? When I do ſeek for company, 
will I. take care it be ſuch, as is wiſe, 
ſober, and diſcreet? Will. 1 frequently 
converſe in good books, when I cannot, 
oſed to converſe with good 
Ke, And above all, will 1 7 
converſe with my own thoughts, and 
there read my own wretchedneſs and in- 
ſufficiency, and the greatneſs and good- 
neſs of him that made me? _ 5 
IF I neither am, nor have been duch | 
as 1 ought to be in my private devotions; 
will I. ſtrive to be ſuch as I ought to be 


for the future? Will 1/ then renounce 


hat folly and vanity I have hitherto been 
fond of? Will I give up my attachment! 

company and converſation, unleſs it 
1 ach as is pious, good, and inſtruct- 
ing? And. am I ready to live more retir- 
ed, to acquaint myſelf with myſelf, and 
tq contemplate, on God, and divine ſub- 
ous That is, am 1 ready to withdraw, 


— or dom > ing habitually pol 


ep is 


CHAPTER 7.5 


Of domeſlick Bouvinxes ; . 
tercourſe with others in your family, 24 


T. . Examine your ſelf as fillowswith 4 X 
| to the time paht, Mz. . 


2, $ the head of 4 unity, 
deen faithful 2 | thoſe 


auction and perſuation, but eſpecially 


by precedent and example? Have I n 


b e nn in 1 their 


duty to me b) 


 Fortnble, tha oven? And based 
aged them in their duty "to ein- 


encour 
ſelves, by kindneſs and een 


, by 
and tenderneſs 2.645 85 — 


em in cher G60 bo God, by . 
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11% 5 2 2 j 3 . * 
vants ? Have I given them that which 


7 dae to them by era? And have 


unto? If 1 * a ſervant to qualify him 
cealed ae Hier him, which belong 
to that calling or profeſſion ; but let him 
into the full knowledge and myſtery of 
it? If I took a ſervant for his labour, 
have T paid him for it generouſly and 
punctually; conſidering he is poor, or 
th ſet his heart upon it, and fearing 
left he ſhould cry againſt n me to othe Lord, 
and it be fin unto me? 


Ox 1 have I not kept back the rice of 
his labour from him; and taken advan- 
tage of his neceſſity, and inability to re- 
Areſß himſelf ? Or have I not through 
fu. envy, or careleſneſs, withheld 
information from him, which I Was 
bound by agreement to give him, and on 
ich depends his future good ſucceſs | 
3 character in the wall” e On 
Or have I not ſoured the tem er of . 
Sul. : C2 ; 2 


* 1 * 8 * 
4 SG 4 : 2 * 
29 « 9 DIY g * 
f 
1 ty 


28 E FORO: 


my Mik by finding fault with. ow 
too often? Have I not made them dif- 
contented by undervaluing their ſervice; 
and idle and intemperate, either by inat- 
| tention to their conduct, or by too much 

ſtrictneſs and ſeverity? And have I not 

made them diſhoneſt, or at leaſt, indo- 


lent and negligent, by denying chem the 


neceſſaries or comforts of life? Or have 


I not diſcouraged them from paying due 
homage to their maker, either by ſet 


ting them a bad example myſelf, 3 
neglecting to inſtruct them in their duty, 


and to perſuade them of the Se han 
tance of religion ? 2 


82 4 3 


As 'A 8 have I been mY and 15 
neſt? Have I not only kept my hands 
from picking and ſtealing, 14 have 1 
been diligent in my ſervice, and true to 


the truſt repoſed in me? Have I con- 
{ulted the good of thoſe whom I ſetve? 
and made their intereſt my own ? Hase 
I then been attentive | to my buſineſs, 


and as careful of doing. it effeQually,: g is 
: Would gladly appear to be SEES 
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ads? 


33 nnd Icon ſidered the end for which 1 
Was admitted into ſervice, and anſwered 
it fully ? I was hired to be uſeful in my 
POS 27 have I endeavoured to be ſo to 
utmoſt of my power, by devoting 
my labour freely, by yielding obedience 
chearfully, and by being as frugal, ſpar- 


of thoſe things intruſted with me, as 
could reaſonably be  expeRted? | ie 


O. R Bing 1 nat: bath. gothful, idle, 
and extravagant? Have I not done my 
buſineſs in a ſullen, ill-natured man- 
ner? Or however, have I not done it 
partially, and as an eye: ſervant? Have I 
not ſeemed more faithful and induſtrious 
than I really was? Or have I not betray- 
ed or abuſed my truſt, when I thought 
I could do it with ſecurity? And then 
only. diſcovered an officious real and di- 
gence, when I knew it muſt be. ob- 
ſerved; and perhaps would be encou- 
raged. and. rewarded ?._ 
Have I not acted unjuſtly, as well a as 
it fully ? It was preſumed when I 
e 0 3 x enters 


and induſtrious in the management 


mot 1577 be lied on: "Hats 1 run 
deceived thoſe who employed me on this 


preſumption, by actually defrauding 
hem of their . or . nm" 


gantly waſting it? vert ud 


ebend, have Finn kong . 
 affeQionate to the wife of my boſom ? 
And have I expreſſed my [ca towards 
1 her, by ee fidelity, and by a 0 
c0Cern for her happineſs? _ 
Have I confidered one great end for 
which matrimony was ordained, which 
was the mutual comfort of each other ? 
And have I done my part to advance 
and promote it? Have I then pr 
her company to all others? And have 
F convinced her of this preference, by 
giving her my own as much as may ber 
And have I been her Gon: a a8 well 
as companion? Have I expreſſed my 
eſteem for her, by conſulting her in my 
affairs? And have I ſhewed my confi⸗ 
dence in her, by keeping no ſecrets from | 
es which ſhe was any ways concerned 
in? 
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”  SuuD-EXAMINAPION. oy 
WW: Hove I been as glad toa her 
with, od ſucceſs, as I have been 
ready to communicate my misfortunes 
mt And have TI been true, as 
Well as kind? Have 1 not only been 
good natur ed, obliging, and complaiſant, 
but have I been fincere too, conſtant, 
and diſengaged ? Have I been as far from 
injuſtice towards her, as from mein; 
c m! e 
Ox have 1 abt defiled the marriage 
bed; and broken the vow of conſtancy 
1 fo. ſolemnly made to her perſon, and 
fatified in the more immediate preſence 
of God ? Or if I have not Proceed this 
far, have 1 not been moroſe, unkind, 
and backward to pleaſe her? Or if I 
have deen courteous and obliging, was 
it not to diſſemble my treachery, and 
alleneſs to her, and ne cut 2 
Cauſe of ſuſpicion?? e 
Or are 1 not looked upon her 45 a 
convenient help-mate, rather than as a 
friend and companion ? And under ſuch 
4 nwortn? ollen of her, Tank Lu 
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8 W made 1 


eren und * e plea 
in being with others, than in converſitł 

with her? Have I not, inſtead 6f beißg 
a ſupport and comfort to her, been the 


ſad occaſion of her n en Unea- 
ſineſs? * Fe ALS 
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As ite ans I been i in fabje & 
my own husband, as the apoſtle en- 
Joins? Have I ſubmitted to his wil, 
paid regard to his opinion, and followed 


faithful to his bed, ſteady to his intereſt, 
and ſolicitous to oblige and pleaſe hin? 


42 * 2 
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was deſerving or not, whether he 
ready, or not ready, in making a ſoitable 
return? Have I done all this; have 1 


diſcreet, virtuous, and ſober wife,” that 
I might work his reformation, "its bg 
and ſhew = gratitude to him, if g "OO 


vin for min to m. oh I 
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his counſel and advice? Have I been 


And have 1 done all this, whether he 


acted the part of a loving, careful, chaſte, 


0 R re I not baer agen de : 
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re gardleſs 'of my own duty z 
| if e diſcharged, might 
chaps have brought him to a wnſe of 
bis? Have I not been little, if at all de 

firous of knowing what would be agr ee- 
able to him; and as little, if at all e 
citous of doing it, when known? Have 
I not been ſo. far from endeavouring to 
pleaſe him, that 1 have been falſe to his 
eſt, if not wronged him! in the moſt 
tenger part? Or, in caſe I have 

4 run theſe lengths, have I not rendered 
his li to him, by frequently 
my own will to his, or by 
Paying. no regard to his advice, no de- 


J 
LY 


thereby convinced him. of this un- 
227 viz. the mean opinion 1 


Welfare of my children? Have 1 never 
treated. them with too much ſeverity on 
the one hand, or with too much Jenity.” 
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on che R "How 1 eben care to re- 
prove and chaſtiſe them for their faults? 
But have I taken care likewiſe, to en- 

courage and commend than for their 
virtues? WT Ce aL „ r brig 

Have I ey infolted any: with! juſt 
ſentiments of religion, and trained them 
up for immortality? Have I been care- 
ſul to provide ſuch things as are neceſ- 
fary for their bodies? But have I been 
more eſpecially careful to make due pro- 
viſion for their ſouls? Have I made it 
a matter of ſome importance, to give 
them ſuch a knowledge of the world as 
is convenient? But have I made it a 
mutter of far greater importance, 701 in- 


kind of knowledge 
n Wer- ie M ſalvation? Have 1 con- 


in whe end ? And his — how been 
my firſt concern, in the managed 
and education of my children? torr 

In order to this glorious AVE 


1 eee N with the beſt 1 ; 7 


3 


_ repeate 8 Ad 4 om 5g recom- 9 | 
' mended and - enlivened ſuch inſtwe- 
| ways," by the force of my own. virtue, 
and the influence. of my own f a © 


PA 


III 00 „ 
© R "IM 1 not e to ph 
their yet unfurniſhed minds with moral 

and rehgious principles? Or at leaſt, 
have 1 not neglected. to let my light 

ti e before them, in a ſtrict ye. = 
to { rinciph 73 Have I not brought BK 
upmy children, as though I thought = 9 
of every individual kind of knowledge 
and improvement, religion was the leaſt = 
neceſſary, if neceſſary at all? Have 1 _ iſ 
not laid | mighty ſtreſs on qualifications. of 
leſs moment, when a ſenſe of God and 
heir duty has been but faintly, if faint- 
2 impreſſed upon them? Have I not 
bern at much pains and trouble, to adorn 
them with rt ig accompliſhments, =} 
while the far more noble ornament fa 
pious and humble ſpirit have {ae 3 
_ TECOMINERQEC a. them, - as worth their 1 
. 5 | attention 3 4 
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L enth. 7 Or dt T 
to fit them for an appear; 
which is nothing in — 
at the ſame time, I have been Us nind- 


ful of that awful appearance, 2. 2 


they muſt one day make before | 0 od” 
or judge? 1 bogs 
Or have I not neglected both heir 
| ſouls and bodies? Have 1 not been as 
unconcerned about their welfare here, #s" 
about their happ neſs hereafter ?* 80 Far 
tom encouraging their good qualities,” 
"hive I not overlooked them? 80 für 


from diſcouraging their bad ones; have 


not countenanced them? And have 1 
not now puniſhed them 8 to "exceſs; then 
indulged them to exc Els, as my paſſion 8 
or humour led me; without any reſpect 


had* 0 their e or future advan- 
— 1 „ 1 280 8 ine 
tag 7 it „ oe tre oc 


A''s ill, hive 1 Renens. w, 


rents? Have T loved; reverenced, Alte. 8 


ed, ſuccoured, and ſupported ther, as” 
far as I was bel Have T conſidere 
them * as the inſtruments of my bein? 


l R/ . 


% 
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rae not only 


to love them v wich a 2 ak 


affection? . 3 WP” 
Have T « conſidered them as ſet over 


„2 
>: 


y divine appointment, ha: 
the laws of my country, and the na- 
tural conſtitution of. things? And have 
I been inſtructed from hence, to pay 
them . due reſpect in my Parv 
tqwards them ? Have I conſidered: thei 

ſyperior knowledge, and inſight into the: 
affairs of the world? And have I hence 
d, that obedience to their commande 
by nouble:? Have I conſidered their 
anxious concern for my welfare? And 
has this made me willing to obey them? 
have I confidered the benefits 


ap 


8 


| a 
1 is 


me, When I ſtood: moſt in need of their 
aſfiſtance? And have I been hereby ex- 


3: fivogts. they have conferred upon 


gratitude; and to mate 
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hem. "Have 1 been a 1 . 


their experience, on the one + hand}. 


eli es 


N 


| a” ia 4 vonn. 2 


niſtred to my wants, whinT 
of my own to ſupply 


kindly 


— 17 . a 1 4% * "ies : f 1 5 * 5 * þ xt 1 5p 


NN i 
O R have 1 not been entitles of what 
they have done and ſuffered for ma 


And denied them thoſe comforts which 


Or 7 2— 
fing occaſions, have I not done it with 


reluctance, and with a ſparing hand? 


Have I not been ſtupborn, refractory, 
and diſobedient? Have I not ind 


my own will and humour, forgertin 


which would hinder them from — 
undue commands, and their affec 
me on the other hand, Which would 
make them, unwilling t to impoſe thema: 
Or, if I have ſometimes . is. 
A by <opſeoint, as it Were, rat 


* 


—_— he © £4 24 „ N 8 
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haue I not been wanting however, In 
del honour and reſpe& which are due 


to them? Have I not anſwered them 
rudely or fightiy? Or, at leaſt, have 


I not diſcovered ſome indecency in looks, 

or geſture? Have I not forgot that 
diſtance I -ought' to have kept, and 
abuſed that liberty, which I owed to their 


favour and indulgence? Or if for rea- 


ſons f wen 1 have treated them 
afully, have I not inwardly diſ- 
regarded | them? Have 1 not been un- 
mindful of all thoſe ſervices they have 
done me, and ther y e the 
grounds of filial love?” i 
n e 111 11. 3 As 
bre * or fiſter, ha 1 
affectioned, and oed in 
8 Have I dss 
to/veſtabliſh mutual good-will, and a 
nur —— 4 W oo 
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reflected PRE arr "how. ama 4 


Q R have I not been the 8 


ill-will towards them? Or have 7 
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thing it is, and conſequently, how pleaſ- 


ing in the fight of God, for rend 
dwell together 1 In unity ? Ananas | 
2 reflection led me to a es © and 


correſpondent practice? 1195107 


* 

2 x 
* 

we 


mutual quarrels ; and contentions? . Haye 
1 not looked upon my brothers and fiſter 
as a kind of rivals to my happineſs, an 
thereby laid a 2 for hatred; or 


been apt to ſuſpect that they have 
more beloved, mort eſteemed, m 
kindly treated than myſelf; and San 


encouraged a malitious and envious ſpi- 


rit? Or. if nothing of this has been the 
caſe, Have, 1 not e beinen at 


2 Eee fe ker, hregd Uh 
n t the time preſent, viz.” 1 


AM. I.the bead of a family 3 


ua 4 we of. my! fre al Dol 
rovide- for them as they deſerve, and 
ofter inform and admoniſh them ? 
Whenever 1 haye occaſion to f peak to 
tem, are my words, according to that 
excellent rule, always with grace, ſea 
ſoned with ſalt? That is, are they 
kind, and yet prudent withal? 1 | 
| actions ſuch as. they ought. to imitate, 
ſuch as may excite. cheir e an 1 
e „„ 


On R do I not 18 myſelf beate 
ung nerouſly, unkindly, unjuſtly, irre- 
Hgiouſly, or incautiouſſy towards them, 
or before them? Do I not impoſe hard- 
ſhips upon them, and exact them with 
rigour? Do I not take advantage of 
their neceſſities, and either ſtint them'in 
heir wages, or pay them grudgingly? 


Or do I not,em ploy them ioceſſantly, 
82g ive them little, time, for reſt, or lei- 
. devotion? Or do I not "ſpeak 

to them roughly and paſſionately, fret- 
fully and l ? . Do I not blame, 
them for trifles with regard 
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to TS: and overlook- the higheſt 
offences with reſpe& to God? Or do Þ 
not talk. before them, either lightly. or. 
imprudently ; or talk of them cenlgs. 
riouſly and injuriouſſy? Or do 1 mY, 
think of them worſe than they deſerve ? 
Do I not aggravate their failings 1 
own mind, and credit the, moſt gr 
leſs accuſations? Above all, does not 
the preſent and future happineſs of every. 
one, entirely or in a great meaſure,. 
_ eſcape my care and concern? And pro: 
vided they mind their buſineſs and duty 
to me, am I not indifferent with reſpe& 
to their own. welfare here or herez tor 


Am I a ſervant? How then: 40 1 

behave in this capacity? Am I conſei- 
ous of no injuſtice, no fraud, no treachery? 
Perhaps I cannot charge myſelf with 
theft: but am as little ally cf valte- 
fulneſs and extravagance ? 87 Perh 

am diligent and zealous in the preſet g 
of thoſe whom I ſerve: but am I as dif- 
gent and zealous in their abſence? And 
9 to this, do I confider | at A 


Tom whonm no ſcerets are hid? It 
tay" be, I am attentive to their cm- 
— and obey them chearfully: but 
do 1 confider what my buſineſs is? And 
am I to do it in nſtanes, 
without bing bid to — 19 
Am 1 Guſt in word as well as deed? 
If I fee any evil in them, am I careful to 
"conceal it? If I ſee any good in them, 
am! willing to proclaim it? Do I always 
ſpeak to them in dutiful and reſpectful 
language; keeping within the Tones 
of decency and good manners? 
With regard more immediately t 
yſelf, am I eaſy and content in my 
le and dependant: condition; re- 
membring that providence orders all 
Soto for the beſt ? Do I conſider that 
appineſs is ſeated in the mind, and 
25 outward circumſtances can pro- 
Et? And does ſuch e 
E its due effect upon me, by point 
5 the way to ſelf- ſatisfaction, aa by 
me the folly of envying others? 
th reſpect to my an 


do 


4 1 live in unity and kts 5 5 
them? And am I willing to aſſiſt them, 
when they ſtand in need of my aſſil- 
tance? Do I join wide them in pro- 
moting the Aianmgx of the family I 
am in? Or at leaſt, do I diſcourageè any 
practices in them, which may tend to 
its prejudice? And with reſpect to God, 

am I careful to employ ſome portion of 
my leiſure hours in his more immediate 
4 ſervice? Do 1 pray to him in private, 


attend his publick worſhip, and read his 
holy word when J have time and oppor- 

tunity ? Do I ſcriouſly conſider with my». 
ſelf, that ſome time ſhould be devoted to 
him, be it never ſo little; and that 1 no- 
thing can excuſe me from acts 15 nd 


and devotion : ? 


O R am I not rather eld, indolent, | 
and remiſs in theſe duties? Do T not 
vainly imagine, that becauſe I have my 
bread to ſeek, there is no neceſſity to 


think of any thing elſe? Or do I not 


as vainly imagine, that becauſe I have ; 
72 little time to * from * e 
1 


1 OA... . n „ese 


Ss EXAMINATION, -. 
[may l ** ſpend chat little as 1 
le: * 1 fancy and inclination, lead 
nie: 
Or am I not in confederacy. with my ; 
el Servants againſt my maſter and 
iſtreſs ? Or however, do I not con- 
nive at things which I know to be 
contrary to their intereſt ? Or if I am 
not thus baſe and treacherous, - „ 1 
not: apt to quarrel with them on mo 
ocations, cauſing frequent uneaſineſſes 
and diſputes among them, inſtead of: 
being. civil and obliging to them! * 
Or do 1 not murmur and repine at 
my lot, and think it hard I ſhould be in 
a ſtate of ſervitude, while others are more 
happy! in being placed above me? That 
18, do I not · forget that every one's ſta- 
tion is aſſigned by God; and that any, 
we may be a bleſſing, if wiſely con- 
ducted, that any, ſtate may be a. curſes 
118 conducted fooliſhly? ? 


3 715 


4 6 5 


50 1 not oſten mw reflections on my 
raſter or miſtreſs, and betray, the ſecrets 
of *the. family, which I am bound. to 
A Or do I not give a looſe to my 
1 . tongue, 
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46 2 new. Fe O'R ien F i 
rongue, ws anſwer them again with 
pertneſs, or with too much freedom? 
22 am I not an eye- ſervant merely 
very different in reality from whatoli 
Jv in appearance? That is, am I not 
falſe and deceitful? Am I not idle, un- 
juſt, and extravagant, under a mask 
of 3 . honeſty, and in- 


duſtry? Lo 


Au 1 « husband? How then de. l 
conduct myſelf in this relation? Db T 
provide for my wife in a ſuitable, and 
decent manner? Does ſhe want for no- 
thing that is proper and convenient, 
which it is in my power to give her 

Are my cares then extended beyond 
what ſhe may need at preſent, to that 
which will make her eaſy and comfor- 
table hereafter ? Am 1 ſolicitous for 
her happineſs, when Iam no: more Anil: 
do I make it a point, under p providenges 
to ſecure it to her, by 12 25 her 


0 — bs as ſhe * eaſe 


ith 
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— can — be 4 
Do: I-add good-nature to my care and 
tongern for her? Am I willing to ob- 
lige and indulge her, to overlook or 


ER A M Einar: 0 v. 


| bear with her infrmities, to conſult her 


temper and difpofition, and to conform 
noyſclf to it, as far as I ought in reaſon ? 


Do I eſteem her, think favourably of her, 
and put the moſt charitable. conſirue- 
tion upon her words and actions? 
7 If ſhe is the woman I e 
; do T know ——— I ſhe is 


do 1 Ailigently ſearch whether it is or 
net ? If it is, am Preſolved to amend 
LN ra do _ ſeriouſly to 
— let 40 viglus, by any ſeverity or 
nt from me? Do TI: rather 
ider, that kindneſs and good uſage 
— her, when all other methods 
Ebu eee to 8 and provoke 


* d 


in i dh ee which moe * + 


1 fed Fo 1 


binds me to return her good fore 
when it . me to do it a 


mankind? 55 Dag O rut ef] 


At at; 11341 nee 


O R bs I e ys hey: ee 


making no allowances for it, nor ever c n- 


fidering whether Jam not acceſlary;to 


it? Am I not ſo far from pardoning and 
excuſing her failings, that I abuſe even 


her good qualities, and make no returns 


of gratitude for all ſhe can do to pleaſe 
me? Am I not inclined to harbour un- 
charitable ſuſpicions of her, and to lay 
to her charge things that ſne knows not? 
Or if I do her juſtice in my opinion of 
her, am I not unkind to her in other re- 
ſpects? Do I not love to oppoſe her 
will and inclination, and refuſe her the 
innocent gratifications and pleaſures of 
life? Do I not make her uneaſy on the 
moſt trivial occaſions, and thwart her 

Humour, as a _n tyrant; weld: do 
merely to ſhew: his power? ? ? -. 11 7 
Dr if Fam more polite and well-bred, 

am I not regardleſs of her intereſt ? $I 


N 1 not conſume ſo much on my follies or 
pleaſures, 


—_— LA | n 


R 


10 but am I 


f . ee, pr VI 


as duty, as — demand? Or i L am 
capable, am I not unwilling to make 
"ack proviſion. for her? And do I not 
Werne her in a great meaſure, to the mer 

cy of her fer if agt to tha n, 
91 "of friends? 8 


# 


4 Ef 


M I i hy AY dol 3 as ſuch? 


| Am I chaſte and virtuous? Am I as 


free from a bold and forward carriage, 
s I -am from lightneſs and indecen- 
cy Am I not only modeſt in reality, 
modett in appearance too? 
That is, am I ward ff ſuſpicion as well. 


>'as/blame ?-* Amy Iiprudent as well as in- 
nocent? And have I a regard tomy 
hhusband's reputation likewiſe? DOS I; 


ſet his worth in the cleareſt light, and 
draw a veil over his infirmities? Am L 
ob ſo far from diſcovering his faults to others, 

that I hardly ſee them myſelf? And do 
keep ſtrict watch over my own, beha- 


| 00 Wour, leſt I: ſhould bring a n 


him * wad io prudragyhy 10 


if there is occaſion for it, do I 


them with mocked and. patience, if 
they are unreaſonable? Do TI conſider 
that it is God's will I ſhould be ſubject 
to my husband; and that obedience is a 
duty, which I ſolemnly promiſed to per- 
form? Above all, do I endeavour to 
love him, and eftcem him will make 
mee fearful of diſpleaſing him, and render 
the buſineſs of ſubmiſſion an eaſy tas? 
Am ] not only juſt, but careful in the 
management of my houſhold concerns? 
Do I enjoy my husband's fortune; 
| but do I enjoy it with diſcretion and fru-! 
ality? Do I then ſtay much at home, 
ſo much at leaſt, as to attend the cares 
of my family ? Or in other words, am 
I. ſparing in my pleaſures, moderate in 
my expences, and folicitous in his in- 
tereſt? And am I faithful to him? DG 
I keep all his ſecrets? Do I fore warn 
him of any ſeeming danger? Abdjt 


tell him of his faults, that he r thang 
ſake them . e 
k 5 al OR 
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DR do 1 not — betray bim, 1 
lay ſnar es and temptations in his way? 


Li 1.906 he ſaid to impair. 
bſtance, rather than partake of it? 
That is, do I not either live above it, or 
neglect to manage it carefully ? Am J 
not cool and indifferent in my affection 
for him, and uncharitable in ay: opinion 
of him? Am I not buſy and curious 
to find matter of complaint againſt him? 
And am I not hence excited to oppoſe 
his: will and, pleaſure? Or if I do ſub- 
a ſenſe of duty and obligation, than from 
74 love I bear to his perſon? Any 1 8 
not quick-ſighted to his failings, and rea- 
dy to publiſh them to the world? ami 
not ſo Er from paying regard to his, cha- 
racer, that I pay no regard to my own?. 
If I am not loſt and abandoned, am I 
1 juſtly liable to cenſure from ſuch 
ſuch a deportment, which is by no 


means fit and convenient; which has a 5g 
* oe" ks: D 2 | bad 
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5 bad look however, though f 
Harm? | dike 3 — ; 


ig 4 iconl 
D 0 1 Rana 3 in the lution of a parent? 
How do I diſcharge it then? De I ſet 
my children a good example? De 
reflect how very unbecoming it would 
be in me, who am to educate and in- 
ſtruct others, to allow myſelf in any 
finful, vicious indulgences? And do 1 
likewiſe reflect, how vain it would be 
to think of correcting them to purpoſe; 
for thoſe faults, which they ſee in my - 
ſelf; or of preſſing upon them the ob? 
Rue of thoſe cole they per- 
a I regard ſo little? Mar 
Do I likewiſe Spfiger th at thoſe nos: 
tions, whether good or bad, which are 
firſt imprinted on the heart, are ever the 
moſt ſtrong and laſting ? ' And do 
learn from hence the neceſſity of ſeaſon! 
ing very early their yet unfurniſhed minds, 
with moral and religious principles? T 
this end, do I teach them the duties ef 
| morality, both perſonal and relative; and 
that in che moſt gs: and engaging? 
| 5 manner ? 


— 


manner Do 1 me e humi 
patience, ſobriety and temperance? 

I teach them to be kindly affectioned 

to every one, to be true and juſt in 

all their words and actions, to behave 

themlſelvesgently and peaceably, to ſhew 
reſpect and ſubmiſſion to their ſuperiors, 
and. candour and abi to their infe- 
riors? 

1 Dol A them alſo the duties they 
' awe to God? Do I convince them, that 
every thing dear to them proceeds from 
him, that I am but an inſtrument of 

good to them, and that God is the invi- 

Gible ſource of all thoſe benefits and pri- 
vileges they viſibly. receive from me? 

And do I take occaſion from hence, to 

excite their gratitude to ſo kind and gra- 

cious a benefactor, and to ſend up their 
ſincereſt devotions to him for the con- 
tinuance of his favours? 

Do I preſs upon them — n 

and expediency of obſerving theſe; ſeve- 

ral duties? And here do I endeavour 
te make them Man . what . ingulogts, 

7 e D. 


chemi in a pleaſing, anner? 
That i it may have its . 1 por 
them, do I take notice of their particular 
humours and diſpofitions, and obſer ve all 
ſeaſonable times of enjoining it?: 
Do I not only inſtruct them Ws har 
is to be done, but alſo in what is to be 
believed? Do I fee they are throughly 
converſant in the apoſtles creed? Do 
explain it to them, and ſhew them the 
= reafonable grounds upon which the whole 
claims their aſſent? Do I frequently 
remind them, that a bare belief will be 
ol little uſe, if their life is not conform 
able to it? — And that their life may be 
conformable to it, do 1 put the holy 
ſcriptures 1 into their hands, as ſoon as they 
can read them? And do I give them a 
worthy notion of, and a high concern for 
publick worſhip? Do I adviſe them to 4 
ſerious and becoming deportment in Gods 
houſe, by reminding them that he is more 
: immediately preſent there, and that no- 
| ching! is ſcreened from his all- ſeeing eye? 
Do I correct my children for their 
fivlts 7 ? ButdoT cored! them in wo 
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ren. 6 | 
Am I rather offended at the crime, 


an fond of puniſhing it? Dol encou- 
ir endeavours to do well? D0 1 

u my eſteem for virtue, by re- 
wards on the one ſide, and my abho 
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wag 


rence of vice, by puniſhments on the 


other? And do ] fo chaſten them for their 
miſdemeanours, as may rather work 
than diſcourage their amendment? Do 


I ſo praiſe them for their goodneſs, as may 
' gratitude, but not: beget 5 


quicken their 
pride and ſelf-conceit ? 2 i; 

Do I oppoſe their fond md dilly b 
mours? But do I oppoſe them with ten- 
derneſs and good - nature? Do J confider 


that the difficulties which are found in re- 


ligion, are chiefly to be aſcribed to too 
great indulgences, in our younger yearst 
And do hence reſolve to give a check to 


their paſſions in the dawn of life? Do I 
make them ſenſible then, that I take no 


have nothing in view, except their go 


be too fond of this world? To prevent 
which, do I incline 


Ivar 
1 


pleaſure in eroſſing them, and that 1 
Am I likewiſe careful, leſt they ſhould. Is 
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36 A neu FORM 
mee by a plain and ſparing uk 
of diet? And do I incline them to hum 
lity and modeſty, by a comely and de- 
cent apparel? — Do I deal with an equal 
hand to my children ? Or if I make any 
difference, is virtue the ground of it? 
Do I only prefer one to another, becauſe 
one is more obedient and more e dutifyl 
than another 2: cl e 219) 5 
Do I love my bilden x But ao I "EA 5 
f then, with diſcretion? And do 1 bring 
them up at preſent, as I deſign to MT 
vide for them hereafter ? 


7 Or 10 I not educate them 3 938 
or below their fortunes? Or do I not mae 
idols of them, and ſuffer my affections 
for them to engroſs me wholly, or too 
much, to the neglect of other concerns? 
Or am I not partial to this or that child? 
And is not this partiality founded in 
fancy, or at leaſt, in ſome. natural ac {#6 
* a HER and not in virtue? 

Or do I not engage the thoughts of my 
children too much to the pleaſures of 


-F 


R benſe? Do I not Soak! their vanity ane 


n | 


_ Hig 3 e to. A . of 5 

World, and the things that are in it? Or. 
at, leaſt, am I not ſurpriſingly negligent. 
and remiſs, in preventing undue attach- 

25 to ſenſual objects? Or do 1 not 
Feſiſt their wills, merely out of humour, 
or reſentment, and deny them little gra- 
tifications, for no reaſon at all? Or do 1 
not indulge them to exceſs, and let them 
acquire evil habits, by gratifying their 
deſires too much? Or do I not refuſe 
thoſe Praiſes and encouragements which, 
they deſerve, or beſtow them too libe- 
rally upon them? Or do I not chaſtiſe 
them too ſeverely for What they do amiſs, 
.or entirely. ov look. theic faults? Am I | 
not extreme ig marking their miſcar- 
_Tiages? Or am 1 not too indifferent and 
unconcerned about them?) 

Am I not fo. far from preſſing upon 
"them 7 a decent behaviour i in the church, 
"that 1 ſeldom, if ever, bring them — 2 
"ther ? Am I not ſo far from giving them. 
A high. concern for publick worſhip that 
I lay. no ſtreſs upon it? Inſtead, of put- 
f e che holy ſcriptures into their hands, 


5 * r * 1282 * * R wo 2 9 * = ** „» ** 
l Y 9 "TRE of For Seng: 1 tvs iv ee as ot Wr, weng 
ns "pF NAIL 44 54) 5 ann,, * "ION 
art » 4's . FF _—_— 
l "3" 3 2 * 5 
- - - 
ELF - 9 4 
n ; p 


| 
* y nnn * „ Y A 28 nn 2 1 W abi ocd . n, 
* ot Rs IF 1 * . * 8 N K * 
1 * WY EF aer Ps 
T 2 i bk I 7 
l q r 4 web, « 
N "+ 8 
* g 7 o 
* . 
* 


22 S 


do 1 not e wr to e 0 n 
nations with reſpect to the ch 


8 Oice "of 
books, and thereby ſuffer them to be 
wanting, if they Wil, not only in the 
knowledge of their duty, but alſo in the 
practice 7 it? Do I not vainly think that 
religion is of no great dan ene. of 
that it is above their capacity, or beyond 
their apprehenſion? ot 
Am I not fo far from. making them, 
fond of virtue, that I never inculcate it 
to them, nor urge its uſe and expediency? 
Am I not ſo far from giving them a lik- 
ing to religion, that I let them continue 
ſtrangers to it? Or if I do give them 
ſome knowledge of i it, dod not for get to | 
_ perſuade them to the obſervance of 15 
Or, if I do perſuade them to obſerve it, 
It is it not with ſuch coldneſs and indiffe- 
rency, as if a form of godlineſs 1 Was 
enough, without the power? Or if Ia 
zealous and. in earneſt, do I not frul rat " 
the good effect of all my perſuaſions, by. 
not living myſelf as J would have, them 
live? Or at leaſt, do 1 not begin to ſet 
them a good example, and to Rl inta 
ts. 4 em 


— 


* 


Dr pas rc, ln | 
tieable, but very 


zer lee as to neglect it 
How n — = 
en 


8 As 1ther of theſe confi 


difficult to work upon. 
em? Do I not too long defer this ne. 

| on of my children, i TU | 
an,, ; 


> / 15 


my 1 But in what manner 

efs my love? Do I ſtrive to 
be à comfort, and a bleſſing to them * 
Ain't zealous to pleaſe them, and to do |} 
all I can to make them eaſy and happy > = 
To this end, do I copy their good exam- 
E 0 follow. their whollom advice, at- 


s, obey their 
and: 5 0d engage in noth- 


_—_— Ls 
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t aim not third. Gustl n 
principles of affection, am I dutiful from 
4 fear of offending God, who enjoins 
tie to honour my father and mother? Or 
ln: ah, 
Ee. _— do 1 eee that. 
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to o filial ener #1 And am I-dutiful f * 
this Oy" motibe? 1 f Fn 
e 45 Ly Has TM 
0 Ram Int ther * of myſelf; 
and too careleſs, or too ſtubborn, to be 
work d upon by any arguments? Am 
not prone to purſue my own inclinations? 
Or if J am hindered from purſuing them, 
am I ü not ſullen at leaſt, if not refrao- 
tory? Inſtead of conſulting my parents 
in all caſes of moment, do I not act, as 
though I was independant of them? In- 
ſtead of complying with their injunctions; | 
do I not either * N , or S - 
them grudgingly? 1 
Inſtead of cethwcliiens tot th his pious. *Y 
Medici; do I not neglect em wholly, 
if not pervert and abuſe them ? Inſtead 
of following their wholſom advice, 
do I not chuſe to rely on my own 
| judgment?- | And inſtead of copying 
their good example, do I not rather imi- 
tate their failings? That is, inſtead of 
loving them, and endeavouring to make 
them happy, do I not bring upon them 


ſhame, reproach, and ſorrow? ) + Mt 
| H ow 


Do 1 "live 3 in a ſtate of 
"We? Fiendthip ? Am! glad to ſee 
brothers pra ſiſters happy N. And 
J willing to contribute to pct ap- 
pineſs? Am I then ready to os them. 
An. 90.4 ? Do. J. {ay 


7 a] And am Les much diſp 
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pork 3 to offend me. j ng Am Las 
ag to en cheme, x" I am, careful 1 
thy 5 e 
not apt to NI. with them 

for wille, and to reſent every petty pro- 
vocation ? Am I not fond of infinuating 
things to their diſadvantage, and of le- 
ing them in the eſteem of my parents? 
t is, am I not rather acceſſary to theit 
than inſtrumental to their 
and ms And inſtead of loud 
ing them, and wiſhing tend e 
in a ſtate of hatred — enmity 8 


them? | | 5 | BB), Exa- 


3 


I 
| 
1 
32 
is 


| 
' 
; 
N 
4 
i 
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this or that 


De ere, then, ' for-God's' n 


| this inclination 5 
- diſpleafing God by not perſevering ? Ber 
does it proceed too from a love of vifz 


5 AS „ n 4 


RE a the time 2 come, ice, 4 


\ eilt! 
particular relation; N 
reſolved to continue to do it? A d — 
my refolution likely to be made goi 


* 40. and *. 4 


herein? 'Do 1 find in myſelf. 
an inclination to perſevere ? And dbes 
ceed from a fear of 


tue, and from a confideration of the 
reaſonableneſs and advantages f it? If 
ſo, 1 may hope t0 con inue in welle 


doing, Whatever it - of Kate or condi= 


tion is. : 6 * i Dow 


Is 1 neither the nor Brel done n 


duty in this or that particular . — 
am I inclined to do it for the future f 
I neither do, nor have done my duty, 
as a maſter or miſtreſs, am I Line re 
40 it 2 Arm chen defirons, that Fowl | 
"ein 


Ain of 9 more e . 
and. charitably That 1 ſhould leſs 4 
gravate, or rather not aggravate their 
failings? That I ſhould not give 6 
mach credit, or rather give no en to 
refletions upon 
ſirous 1 — more conſult their tem. 
Poral happineſs, and be more concerned 
e e ? Do I wiſh my 
_ and undeſerved anger towards them 
| be. reſtrained ? = I may no i 
quarrel with them, and teaze them about 
trivial matters? And that I may 
before them with prudence, candour * 
juſtice? And have I a deſire for the 
future to treat them mildly and gene- 
rouſly, and to afford them ſufficient lei- 
fare and opportunity of ſerving the n. 
God, and not 1 _— * 


4. Renner do; nor have dons; mp” 
ay e. a ſervant, am 1 inclined to. be 
more diligent, - and more truſty than 1 
have hitherto. been? Am I concerned 
for,any wrongs or e ko done 7 
3 5 chem, 


them? Am I then de- "wg 


ber for the time to come? Will I the 7 


Want ol ;piety; will 1 by nidre erat 
If a want of ſobriety, will 1 be more b 


zather quit my ſervice, than neglect it 7 
And if I am ill-uſed, will I rather Mite 


the family, than, 75 m truſt? 


IF I neither do, nor haye e 4 
duty as a husband; will 1 be more loving, 
faithful, and obliging to my wife? ot 

I recolle& whatever has been the occa- 

Gon of coldneſs and indifference towa 

her ? ? And am I reſolved to avoid it, 

and flee from it? Perhaps my a 

and indifference towards her, are to be 

aſcribed to not haying ſeriouſly confider- | 
ed the, marriage vow: 7 will I then CON 
ſider it more carefully, and more con- ; 
ſcientiouſly regard it ? Perhaps i it is ſome 
miſtake which makes me cold and in- 
different towards her: will I then ei- 
deavour to rectify it, and more can - 
ttiouſly guard againſt error? Or per- 
Hhaps, it is a fondneſs for pleaſure: will 
. renounce that company, and thoſ 
24 indulgences, 


PW which hank Wan 6 
rupted my, domeſtic happineſs? : Or 
pe Thaps, it is ſome real offence of hers: — = 
WII I then do all I can to Peel = 
repetition, of it? And when this is done, | 


it can be done, will I heartily forgive 
what is paſt? And will I fo forgive it, 
as, never to remember it more * her 


r 


TE I neither do, nor have done my 
1 ay. as a wife, will I not only be more 
wing, faithful, and obliging to my huſ- 


band, but will I be more ſubmiſhve, 2 
185 condeſcending? Will J the 
tor arguments to increaſe my good opi- 
| nion of him? And will I be blind, as 
it were, to his foibles - and ſhut my 
eyes, if poſſible, to every "EP wheel 


Way /1 leſſen him in Mp eſter "0 _ 8 
122 4 


2 Ir 1 "neither 5 nor e . my 
daty as a parent, am I reſolyed to do it 

: for the future? But why am I fo re- 
0 Hed? un becauſe I am truly ſenſible 


Th. Hei 11 n e of rr | 


re Prejudice? e e e e 
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66 of now vote" 
1 * care as my children? 11808 1 
then nen the Cauſes: of r 
them? Poffibly they may b 7in 
a lukewarmneſs in religion, 17 7 not to a 
tempt of it: will T 
— der to acquire a proper ſenſe 
14 of my duty, and a greater zeal in the per- 
formance of it, 155 prayer, reading,” and 
meditation 5 


9 17 


L F I neither do, nor have Fr „ ils 
duty as a child, will I be more affeQio- 
nate, dutiful, and obedient? Am I 
ſorry for any diſreſpect I have ſhewn 
my parents, either in word or deed ? 
Have I then made a refolution never ts; 
diſpleaſe them more? And in order to 
put ſuch a reſolution in practice, have 1 
done all I could to increaſe my affections 
for them, by calling to mind -thoſe2 
many repeated benefits I have daily —. 4 
9 ceived from their care and * Dns 


5 Y * 
e dere think 


. eee or filter, am I wins: 


— 10 
* 
* 


and all other needfal — 
Aga 1 — to mo ‚ 
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foreign Bus ix ss; or 


7 with others out of your farmj 
In 


q oe yourſelf 45 allows ith regar rd. 
2 lime poſt, vin. 
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How have 1 
reſembled lar? I can 
— R nor tar ſo much 
as he But have 1 been willing 
to do as much!? And have I employed 
ed myſelf this way, as far as kh 
was able? „ 1 18 

Have I ou t opportunities of doit 
„ thoſe which offered 

5 them- 


ent was going 


7 


N eee Have. Iii acted with fidelity 

to all with whom I have been concerned 
. Pre I extended _ neficence to 

| Sham 1 conki not. t aſſiſt, hs Lent my 
good wiſhes, and earneſt prayers Ks 
| Have I rejoiced with them that do 7 

joice, and wept with them that-weepl?' 
Have I been truly glad of others ſucceſ- 
ſes, truly ſorrowful for others misfor- 
tunes? Have I always e well of 
_ others, when there was room for iti 
And have I always de e their faults, 
when either authority, or conſcience did 
not demand a diſcover / 
HFave II been ready to ton ters! 
fences of others againſt me; and able 
ſincerely to cry out, Father! forgive 
them, for they know not what they do d 
Or if I have not been able to proceed 
thus far, have I nevertheleſs abſtained 
from all outward revenge, and kept in, 
my reſentments ſo, as not to demand ia! 
tisfation? Or, if I have demanded fafi = 
faction, was it done with charity aid 
f Boderation; with a doſigntather $0,py 4 | 

. if vent 


good. of other my own 1 


injur » Tal iling 7 r WH 7 mo 
3 * malice? Have I not been ſo 


a forgiving ſpirit, that I have re- 


: 


ired ſatisfaction, merely to af my "i 


- 


d, have I. not been pleaſed. to hear 1 
.. of their imfirmities and miſcarriages, 5 
— to. hear of their ſucceſſes an 

ve I not ſecreti 
that others chould be leſs pious, 
perous, and leſs happy, than 


3 N 


* 
wir wy * 
4 a a q 
uh aye os 9 
"Ig F 1 * 


* 

T 
& 
A 


not omitted to pray forall n men 
unto all men to 


N „ 


* 9 Y 


idle at home, when Io ght to hath = 4 
ſuccouring the diſtreſſed; or turned a 
back upon real want and 1 | 
preſented itſelf tome, and which! Im 
have eaſily redreſſed? Or have I not g 
farther yet? Have I not been unjuſt, ot 
unfair in my dealings? Have I not ſur- 
prifed, or outwitted my weaker, or more 
unwary brother ? ee Kar 
"a vods' 28 
Wy Examine your ſelf as follows with beer 5 
2 to the time . viz. n lach 


| 288 1581 10 
AM 1 honeſt ani dpright in all my” 
tranſactions with ov? Would Eras | 

ther ſuffer a thouſand injuries than co. 
mit one? Am I not only exact with my 
tradeſmen, but generous to them? DG 
pay them not only punctually an | 

ſonably, but to che full of what t they des | 
n 3 eee 
And am I not only juſt: but charitzbie. 
too? Do I vindicate the falſly acaiſeq; | 
relieve the poor and needy, inruck he-- 
5 ora, endeavour to reform the-vick- 
ous, 


and conſult the good of all? 
ely he ene) one, whe eee 
bed, e e me? dd dot rot 


and do him ſervice ? 
Am I as I ſhould be in e e 
een Do always ſpeak the truth; 
hing but the truth? Do T uſe 
plainneſs and ſincerity in all I fay? And 
ae my . of reſpect hearty, and 
as they ſeem to be? And is my heart 
clean? Do I wiſh and pray earneſtly, 
that my power of being uſeful may be 


were both 4 and, as that 
I might timely os en pon] AI J 
iſed wants of a 1 


One I not inclined ah to injure 
neighbour, than to ſerve him? Am 
1598 envious againſt the proſperous man; 
ted at leaſt, with his misfor- a. 
6) tuggs? Or 1 if do not wiſh him ill, do 
Iost ſpeak ill of him? Or do I nen 
ceige him by lies and falſhoods ; ey 
hade refined . of lying, which _— 
20 | „ 5 | conſiſts ; 


enlarged ; and that my will and ability = 


give, as that Ican OE pray for * "Mn 1 


ing another? Am I not ready to ltr, 
and e for ſome ua 
lity, which I know he has not? Or if 
do not ſpeak evil of him, nor impe ſe on 
him by words, are not my actions to- 
warde him unkind and injurious? 
When he has treſpaſſed inn r 


1 to 1 not rigorouſly. exact — 


And when he has repented, am I not 
unwilling to forgive him? When J ſee 
barefaced wickedneſs, do I not decline 
diſcountenance it? When groſs ignorance, 
do I not refuſe to diſpel it? And When 
the cries of the poor and needy pieree 
my ears, do I not ſtop them ſpeedily, 
and ſteel my heart againſt them? Nay, 
do I not only not liſten to and redreſs 
them, but alſo: ſend them away with a 
forbidding look, or a Wm forbidding 
1 1 Sia. 6 00 n 
When I bake the ir üer onfaitly's c- 
5 nat! or the faults of the guilty r mat 
nified, do I not join in the one e 
and am I not ſilent in the other? An 
9 9 ward is nn for an honeſt 
4 . and 


ably however, and ſcantily . But let 
me be more particular on this: head of 
ſelf-examination. Ps 11:1 eee 
23 1 e 1 2 


r Kol 


Am I ready. to pardon their offences 
5 againſt me? But — do I pardon them? 
Do I pardon them generouſly and freely? _ 
-AmlT eee to aſſiſt them, and to do 

them offices of kindneſs? Do] pray that 
1 God too would forgive them, and turn 
8 their hearts? L Dol conſider, that if for. 
„give much, ich will be forgiven me; 
= | if little, little will be forgiven'me? DoT 
s -\confider,, that by pardoning, my enemies, 


1 


a || I may probably win them over, and re- 
3 form: them? Do I conſider, that if I for- 
give not men their treſpaſſes, I am un- 
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ing with ſpiritual crimes? Have I not 
been as proud, as amen as covetous, 
as malicious, and as uncharitable, as 
others are cruel, unjuſt, kae we, in- 
temperate, blaſphemous, and deceitful ? 


me to commit a known ſin, have 1 
not ſought for arguments to prove this 
or that thing, either to be no ſin at all, 
or elſe to be ſo little, as not to be dan- 
gerous to the ſoul? Or have I not . 
ſinned, that grace might abound, 
ventured on a crime Ws efuming « on 
God ane n 


eee 4s «Gab withre 28 
WM the time at vir. 


AM 1 3 Fe wa hyp" 
courſe, and à ſtranger to all cvil-habits? 
any 1 now indulge; | 


: \ _y 


"= 3 wy 
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quer 2 Or ik my conſcience accuſes t me 
of no habitual fins, how is it thus 


. it Ne 


quieted within me? On what founda- 


d ee Be I 
ſelf that I cheriſh no vice, becauſe I f. 
low.the example of thoſe whom ha 


world calls good men ? Or do 1 build 
this — ſelf- opinion upon a bet- 
ter principle? And Is a_d conclude my- 
ſelf to be then only free from vicious 


3 when I meaſure and govern 


— and 3 _ 


rance : "ide t Dkr ſo? Is it becauſe 1 do 
| y the epicure or the ſot? Or is it 
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Af clear of murder but 
t reaſon?” | Lg I chink ſo, be- 
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J am led by the. modeſt calls of 
nature, ny within due bounds ad — 


ee 
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no one in his character, or unjuſtly or 
77 wantonly: cenſure him? TOR 
I cannot charge myſelf with cove- 
Giles ? but why not Do I difown 
this vice, becauſe I hoard not up my 
money in a cheſt, and fear to uſe it? 
Or do I not diſown it rather, becauſe 1 
am liberal of my money, and do not 
anxiouſly devote 1 elf to the acquiring 
0 keeping Aer 184118 

I imagine mylelfo be quiltleſs of the 
an of lying: but on what account? 

Do I fancy I have not this crime to an- 
ſwer for, becauſe I tell no lies with un 
intent to hurt any one Or becauſe I 
have a e rd to yu” in all 1 


* 
* 


tay? i "BART oy 
2 *My co banane; acquits me nd ſandal 
and defamation : but upon what grounds? 
Do I. flatter myſelf. G have never bern 
guilty of this vice, becauſe I always 
ſpeak the truth? Or: becauſe! I'would 
chuſe to conceal (1,9 WINE it ding ec 
1 another? | 
: I 
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I cannot accuſe myſelf of the fin of 
common ſwearing: but how ſo? Do 
I diſclaim this cuſtomary evil, becauſe I 


do not blaſpheme as many others do? 


Or do I rather diſclaim it, becauſe I 

never, or very ſeldom, come out with _ 
any raſh, unbecoming words, nor ever 
mention things ſacred, but with ſeriouſ- 5 


neſs and reſpect?ꝰ 


Neither can J accuſe myſelf of 4 


ſin of pride: but why not? Do I 
eſteem myſelf humble, becauſe I dreſs 


not fine, am courteous. to thoſe below - 
me, and think but meanly of my own 


abilities? — Alas ! theſe: are but the 


ſhells, the mere externals of humility. 
Can Ipatiently bear that others ſhould 
think meanly of me? Am I affable to 
my inferiors from a chriftita principle of 
univerſal benevolence ? And do I neglect 
the ornaments of dreſs, that I may have 
the more to beſtow i in acts of charity? 
If ſo, then I have ſome pretence to hu- 
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innocence? Do I think 1 am free 
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no . vice ey vw ir 
is the foundation of this my ſuppoſed 


from vice, becauſe I am not actually 
guilty in any ſingle inſtance; or becauſe 
I am free from it in thought, as well 
as deed ? Perhaps it is not in my power 
to reduce ſuch or ſucha fin to action: * 
have I no inclination to it? Or, if 1 
have, am I ready to check ſuch inclinks , 
tion, rather than indulge i? 
1 But ſuppoſing I have very Gori or no 
habitual, preſumptuous ſins to account 
for, how is it with me in point of trati- 
1 indeliberate ſins? Am Tas little 
guilty as can reaſonably be expected, 
of daily infirmities, as they are called, 
of ſudden lapſes into ſin? Or if I am 
not quite unblameable in this reſpect, 
am Trarely overtaken in fuch faults? oo 
If I am naturally prone to anger, 
do my fits of pation 1 return n but ſeldom, 
or not ſo oft as uſual ? Are they leſs. 

| predominant and raging, than they were 
wont to be? Do they remit their cuſ- 
- 1 tomary 


- 


2 do 2 me 2 


trifling circumſtance put 
mour, and indiſpoſe me for acts 


zus Brant on. 99 
upon me? or, it left, 


ence inform me of every the minuteſt 
tranſgreſſion, and forewarn me of its 
danger? - And as a conſequence, hereof, 
am 7 really concerned for what I 2 
_—_ 11 ne of rig e 


) R is not my conſcience: ſeared, and 
inſenſible of the guilt of fin ? Does it 


not ſeldom. reproaels me with my miſ⸗ 


conduct? Or when it does tell me, that 


J have ſinned, does it not palliate and 


ſmooth over the ſin? Does not every 
it me out of hu- 


2 Am 155 not frequently angry 


with every ching, and every body about 
me? And fall into fins daily, for want 
of caution and enen 1 And if 
Lhappen to be. ſorry for what I have 4 
done, does not my ſorrow fail of work 
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| well beloved luſt or other; and fin, w vith . 
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Or do 1 bre e N 10 


an high hand, againſt the dictates of my 
own mind? Or if I am not thus pre- 
ſumptuouſly wicked, am I not going on 
in a courſe: of fin, by following what 
the world calls a good. example, rather 
than what the holy ſcriptures propoſe to 
my imitation ? Am I not intemperate, 
injurious, proud, and covetous, merely 
becauſe I judge of covetouſneſs, pride, 
injuſtice, and intemperance, according 
to the maxims of the world, and not by 


the rule of God's laws? Or if Iam 


free from this, or that particular vice, is 
it not rather, becauſe I have no reliſh, 5 


no paſſion for it, than becanſs 5 it * "MF 
co HE RE 2 | 
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1 8855 to ebe time to Cone, VIZ... 


L P J am, and hat We, API Rh of | 
eriminal pleaſures, and ſinful gratificati- 


ons, am I reſolved, Ig the grace of God, hy 
to continue ſo? Fs 
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"tention. 
ain me ſtronger than all temptations to 
fin ? That is, do L really love God? And 


L . ; : 


am ] truly ſenſible of the heinouſneſs and 


danger of fin? Will I not only endeavour 
toabſtain from ſin, when I am weary of it, 


but alſo, when my paſſions are up, and 
friends importune? Will I endeavour not 


to be angry on trivial occaſions; but will 
J endeavour ngt to be angry, when Iam 


ill-treated and deſp piſed ? Will I ſtrive to 


mortify, when no temptation. aſſaults; 


but will J mortify and deny myſelf, when . 


intereſt pleads, when inclination prompts, 


and when company ſolicits? That is, will 
1 ſtrive to abſtain from every ſin, and not 
encourage a greater tranſgreſſion, by the 


commiſſion of a leſs? Will I then guard 


againſt all, watch 1 all — l 
againſt all? 


4. ** 
% 


TÞ I neither am, nor have been inno- 


cent, will 1 labour to be ſo for the fu- 


ture? Will I then ſearch into the cauſe 
from whence my folly proceeds; and en- 
deavour to remove it by prayer, by faſt- 


Ss ant by all other. ſuch remedies, as 
F „ may 


102 * 25 0 11 5 | 
be be effeCtual to that 1 * Win 

I diligently and faithfully examine where 
I fail the moſt often; and as diligently 
and faithfully apply the cure? Wilt 
quit, as far as it is poſſible to quit, ever) | 

temptation that leads to. fin, howevet 
agreeable, or advantageous ? And will I 
make uſe of every antidote ' againſt it, 

however diſagreeable, or prejudicial? 
Will I do what in me lies, to a cquire 
ſach a ſorrow for fin, as to hate it; 52 
ſuch a hatred of it, as to forſake it; and 
ſo to forſake i it, as never to commit it 
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(CHAPTER, Ty.” ds 


7 Dinh — a6 follows with regard 
70 the time faft, vs. yo 


Ea) AVE I been referved and | ehr 

F rate in the uſe of God's creatures a 
Have I been fo far from pleafin 
and indulging my pete, that I have 
fre- 


t 85 W axer Ay ron: 763 i 
the _ ently denied it what was. moſt agree- 4 
 ableto it? Nay, h | e I been ſo far from ex- 
travagance either in meats or drinks, thatT 
haye ſometimes refuſed myſelf even neceſ- 
 fary refreſhments, for the ſake of my paſt | 
fins, and to prevent future ones? Have 
T been fo far from ſurfeiting and epicur- 
iſm, that I have accuſtomed myſelf to 
faſtiogs, and to voluntary mortifications? 
Whether in cating or drinking, has the: £087 
glory of IG beeh my conſtant aim is * 


2 OR! Nd not God been aN 8 4M 
from my thoughts, when T have been 
enjoying his bleſſings? And have I not 
forgot to look up to him the giver of _ 
them, and to thank him for them ? Or if 
I have thanked Him for them, was it not 
in a cold, formal, and unmeaning grace? 
Have I not, inſtead of ſelf-denial, 
pampered my appetite, and over-charged 
my ſtomach? Nay, have I not been fol- 
. licitous for dainties, to gratify my taſte? 
| Havel not been nice and curious, in what 
I ſhould eat and drink; and this not 
from conſtitutional: weakneſs, but from 
'P* 4 2h habitual | 


— — — 
> n 
9 * 
>” by — 
- 
* E 
1 2 
* 


| p90 1 % 3: T 1 bot "RY 
fretful and uneaſy, when things have not 
been got to my liking? And when they 


have ſuited my appetite, have I not in- 
| ee in them to-excels.?... 
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& E xamine kit as. albu; W7 th regard 


to the time prejent, viz. 


Do 1 confider the ends. of eating and 
drinking, which are to ſupport and com- 
fort nature, not to clog and pamper her? 
Do I daily call to remembrance the ne- 


ceſſities of the poor and diſtrefled? And 


does ſuch a reflection make me mode- 


rate and ſparing in my diet? Can I take 


any pleaſure in eating and drinking more 
than what is needful, when ſo many in 
the world are periſhing with hunger ang 


thirſt? 
Do I often turn my thoughts. upon 


theſe unhappy objects, and conſider my- 


ſelf as placed above them, not for my 
own ſuperior deſerts, but dunn the 


ſuperabundant grace of God? And 


en a reflection work upon me wk 


ought, 
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Wie and make me ſparing at my own. "4 
table, that I may have the more. to gs | 
unto thoſe, that want? Can I imagine 
that providence has bleſſed me with 
plenty, that I ſhould wantonly indulge in, 
it, when even the ſuperfluity of my 
abundance would make ſo many. nere 5 
happy 7 #00 Wea is s 
And do e reſſect o on my own 
baſe wretchedneſs, and ingratitude? Do. 
I frequently recount the number of my 
ſins? And am I not quickly moved to. 
acts of ſelf-denial- and faſtin 85 often 2, 
Can I imagine that indulgence is becom 
ing. a fallen creature like myſelf? Or,. 
that I, for whom Chriſt died, ſhould not: 
often forego an inviting diſh, or meal? _ 
Or, if I cannot deny. myſelf, when 
dainties are before me; am I eaſy and 
- | contented, when I have them not? Am E 
free; . that moſt deteſtable of all 
luxury, of catering and;.contriving for. 
the belly, of caſting about for niceties in 
their ſeaſon, though never ſo. coſtly, and, 
being ſo delicate and judicious in my 
taſte, as ſeldom, if ever, to be pleaied®. , 1 
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ſtudy and eare, to fare ſumptuouſly e 


TO if 


day? And am I not out of humont;- 
my-appetite is not daily, and lc 


gratified? Do I not rejoice at a feaſt? 
And when J am enjoying it, . 
wants of the poor eſcape my notice? 
And does not my on great unworthi 
neſs paſs unregarded by me? net 
Do I not forget the ends 1 
eating and drinking were deſigned? And 
do I not, by ſurfeiting and exceſs, dur 
on diſeaſes of the body, and a ſtupor 
and indolence in the ſoul, e 1 
bur good and at th Ps" ee 
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5 1 am, and baue been . 


1 abſtemious in my daily food; a 
e 2: Will 


4 a 


firous of being ſo for the futu 
then be conſtantly on my guard- 
every temptation to tranſgreſs the bounds 


| of temperance? | Will 1 ga look ap to 
x Dod, 
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108; 
God. the fountain of all 1 have, 


daily confider myſelf as unworthy the 
leaſt of his favours? Will I — 


reflect, how much below me it is to be 
tte and anxious about that, which is 
A neceſſary only for this frail body, and 
common to me with the beaſts that pe- 
riſh? And will I engage myſelf in more 


noble purſuits ;. that fo, by forgetting in 


ſome meaſure, the meat that periſheth, 
may labour more induſtriouſſy for that 


Abet, "which ets vnto > erecting 
de 


. 


* Liner n High le a tem- 


perate; am willing to repent throughly, 
and to reform my conduct? Am I ready 
then, to cut off the n | that lead to 


what is criminal is this caſe; and fone. 
nes abridge myſelf of that, which it is 


' lawful for me to — ? Leſt my appetite 


ſhould draw me aſide, will I mortify it by 
faſting and ſeyerity ? And for fear of fall- 
ing into exceſs, will I ſubmit diſcreetly to 
Ky of abſtinence and ſelf-denial ? . 
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I. - Examine en as fallow wi 105 regard 
- the time N Viz. | e 


n Know my time is precious, and 
& that God will certainly aceount 
with me for the management of 
it. Greatly does it concern me there 
fore, not only to ſee whether I have 
abuſed it, but whether I have uſed it as 
' Fought ; not only, if I have grayed. % 
well, but if I have rann 200 
Have 1 then Joſt no time, in e 
derate ſleeping? That is, have I only 
' ſlept to refreſh nature, and to make her 
more active in her ſeveral duties? Have 


i J conſecrated my ſleeping, as well as 


my waking hours, to . 0 of: kim | 
that made me? * 
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OR have I not conſulted | 
ther # Have 1 not tranſcribec into my 
algal bh pI theſe words'of Solomon, 7 

a little ogy. fleep, a 10 7 (PS. 4 
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this at a time, when. nature required. it Y 
not, and when ſome. preſſing occation | 
or. other loudly called upon me tories | 


hands to. lep? Nay, "have: TR not dons 4 
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F I have: "blameable herein, that: 1 
formed, and grown. leſs 1 Rong ; 
der keep: as 3 i 
a. uſe of it-only: a8 a repairer K 
the weakneſſes and fatigues of nature? 
Dol lie down to — a full c | 
fidence in God's protection? But do 1 
WET, Log | 5 
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not ſeldom, if ever, 
accountable r fuch lok — 


wat cloſe my eyes in temperance. 3 
ſobriety? Do I riſe up with a" grateful 


| ſenſe of his paſt goodneſs to me? And 
am T mence excited to the duties of the 


z day? Do I ſeriouſly conſider 


with myſelf, that I might have ſlept for 
ever, inſtead of m_ again to praiſe 


and adore his goodneſs? And am I truly 


thankful for this his e kindneſs 85 


| Or tend the co e e tab 
bleffing make me overlook it, and forget 


nts for it? Or if 1 


my acknowledgeme 


1 am ſenſible of the blefling, do I not 


the end of it, akin" 4 waſting 
my time in idlenefs, or e git to 
the purpoſes of vice? Am I not mint 
ful of God's mercy, in giving me reſt in 
ſleep? Or if I am not unmindful, do 205 
not render myſelf undeſerving of it, by 
ſome irregularity or other? — Or do I 


Mi not indulge in ſleep beyond meaſure, be- 


yond what neceſſity requires? And do 1 
„ ert as 


3 R: 


16 the time to come, Viz. l 

%%%ͤ́ß FE WL 9 | . ee Ee I 
F I am, and have been moderate in 
taking my reſt in fleep, am I willing | 
to keep within due bounds for the ſu- 
D 1 ready then, to abridge 
myſelf of that reſt, which I am allowed 
to I. in order to wean myſelf from 
an over-fondnefs/ of it? Am I willing 


ments of lazy habits ? And am I ready: 
to ſhake off my drow! 
Ham bund to do, 10 hinder in g-. 
Rs 
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dene af my h ts s of es, am T | 3 
come? Am I then, , ſorry for that time 
which I have loſt in unneceſſary fleep? Þ 
am I ready and willing to redeem g 

„ 


a 


it? Will I Then * more early than 
Ichave been wont to do And will 
1 riſe, not to be idle in ſome other 
way, but to be well and uſefully em- 
ployed? Will I conſider time as it 
really is, a prologue only to eternity ? ? 
And will I ſtrive to husband it in 
fuch manner, as to ſecure my 1 7 
happineſs in a world to come? Will 
I- endeavour to acquire a ſtrong ſenſe: 
of the great im road of religion, 8 
the value of time? And will I learn 


de ſully perſuaded, that was my time 


much more than it is, it would be little 
enough fo the great. purpoſes of iſe for 
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of Fa at 1 0 1 E. 


; 1. . Examin ne ne gurl as follows 101 ith regard 
| + 0, a the time bel, viz. 


M9 S my economy, or LY 4 
at home, the point to be enquired 
into? Here let me ask :—have 
I maintained this litttle government with = 
a due decorum? Have I acquired and 
preſerved a ſuitable reſpect from thoſe 

about me, by not being too familiar 

with them ? And have Ii gained their Wo 
love, by not being too reſerved towards 
them? That is, have 1 obſerved the 
N between a a Heaps and a havghty 
nr . 

Ha ave 3 4 hea them, that 1 1 _ | 
ligion at heart, by an exact conformity 
thereto in my dal y actions, and ordinary 
converſation ? Haye Idiſcovered t to ern 

A Og 


13 might induee : them to e 'that my 


n 
A8 1 9 — on or off at plea- 
ſure? Have I taken what care I could; 
that the fear of the Lord ſhould not reft 
with me, but that it ſhould ſpread itſelf 
through my whole family? And have 
I been as ſolicitous, if not more, for their 
ſerving God, as for their ſerving mes 
Have I alivays thought ſo of their duty 
to him, that it ſhould be done; of their 
duty to me, that it ny not be left 
undone? 5 


0 R Bae I not N my own buk- 
neſs, to the homage. of him that made 
me? And have I not been more defiroys 
of having them good ſervants, than of! 
them good chriſtians ? _Nay;: 

have I not been regardleſs even of MN 
own conduct, and ſcemed as little con- 
cerned for my own foul, a I Wa. for- 

theirs * 5 
Or if 1 156 not qui eee my 
. 


„ | 1 av 
luty, WH Lnot been partial in the do- 
ing of it? Have 1 not been nom devout 
ö and then the contraryv. now kind and 
gentle, then froward and peeviſn, now = 
generous and free; then covetous and 
pinching, now ſerious and grave, then 
light and trifling, now uſefully em : 
eil, then idle and indolent, now. all For 
religion, then all for the world? That 
= ia, has not r my goc Aneis. „ My domeſtick 
goodneſs at leaſt, been a formal, an ac- 
cidental, an incoherent, and unaccoun- 
table ching; ſuch as I ſhould have * 
aſhamed the world Rn mares ; 


k 6 a6 "_— nd ka... > 4 


2. n ful as aha " ith r re. 
Fur wm you, vis. 2 
Sent 3h 37s 
* auch d at wot: And does my 
being much at home proceed from a 
right principle? Is it becauſe I can do 
there, than any where elſe? 


more g 
Is it-becauſe- I would do this good to 


Ff 


the utmoſt of my power? Is it be- 
cauſe I would ſee that God is ſerved in 
I my family; and that no bad practices 
| are carrying on there? Do 


— 


116 8 neu l * PY 
Da Lveinch-oleect 6 fully, as one 
that-moſt-render/an-actount bf it at the 
laſt day? Do 1 join with it in daily 
prayers? And do I add to theſe daily 
prayers a ſuitable and conſiſtent exam- 
ple? Do I fully convince it by every © 
word and deed, that the GS 
needful is dearer to me than the greateſt 
intereſt, the moſt inviting pleaſure, than 
all which the world can tempt. oF... 
with, or propoſe to 7 9 Bae 2. 


$5 my my me 5 mw > ap my oy = oy my. 


O R 40 I not man my Cots faſpe®t, . 
by ſome imprudence, ſome neglect or. 
other, that religion is not my all in all I 
Do T not indulge ſome paſſion, or gra- 
tify ſome inclination, or fall into ſome 3 
indecencies, which are by no means 
compatible with a ſtrictly religious life v7 
And do not my frequent tran ſgreſſons, ö 
in theſe and ſuch like caſes, give um- 
brage for ſuſpicion at leaſt, that ui ch 
faults are not the effects of mere in + 
mity, but of ſome bad habit, we! 
might. have conquered ? | 4 
1 pray with my: family indeed, every 
; morning 


— 
[ = 


* © 


[ 
With 
e 
it 
f 
/ 
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.-. | SELF EE XAM INA 11 . iy 
morning and evening: but do I not 
thyyart the deſign I Sughd to have in ſo 
ing, either by letting them undexſtand, 
my. life is not of a piece with my 
prayers, . or by neglecting to ſee that 
912 5 18 ſo ? It is true, I tell them, 
and put them. in mind, of their duty: 
but do 1 not omit to perſuade them, 
and encourage them to it? I would 
have them good, it may be: but am 1 
Y act Barbilling or backward, to be at ax 
- || pains, or ex pence to make them ſo? I Wo 
am uſually at home, it may be: but is 
lit not indolence, or - reſervedneſs, or 
A avarice, or fondneſs for retirement, that 
2 keeps me there? 


1 ** 3 . 


3. Examine ee ar 48 Halb Y re- 
89 fo. the time to come, VIZ. 


Ale matters are as the) ſhould be in 44 
> this relpeR;, am I willing they ſhould ſo 2 
_ emain? Will I then be conſtantly on 

2 | 1 ward "I And. will I habitually have. 
I in mind; that the miſcarriages of thoſe 
nder my daily inſpection, will Soros i 
Iba T rd at m Mn 1 8 a 


15 oy 
* 3 


| 1 


' new Fo * 1a? 


r SING 

11 Fin mai life has hitherto been 

p e ; will I endeavour to mend- it for 
the future? Will I then renounce that 
indolence, that negligence, that peeviſh- 
neſs, that indulgence, and that incon- 
ſiſtency I have 40 If Þ, 

, r ben _ wills in a A time. 14900 
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1. Examine 1 IF as follows avi 4% rei 
1 ly gerd to the time 70 "wie *. 2 2 
„An Dol 

EIT 8 my condult* and behep bu 
WER 
n Here let me ask: what: has 
called me out from my family? a 
it buſineſs, or pleaſure, or char 
any worthy occaſion ? If buſineſs; wasÞr 
it neceſſary, ' or ſuch as might as well 
ave. been omitted, or ſuch. as ought to 
have 


* 


ee 
ve been omitted, or ſuch as interfered: 


tant duty? If neceſ- 
myſelf, or others 7 16 


p/n have I diſcharged it faith- I 
ally ? If for myſelf, Nen. I e J 
it prudentiy and-piouſly? 1 

F pleaſure called me out, was min 
Innocent in itſelf? And if innocent, did +10 
II not make it criminal by taking it to 


exceſs; or by « enjoying it at an unſeaſon- 
able hour, when my time ſhould have 
been more uſefully employed? f 
If charity called me out, was it walls | 
Arity to a friend; or foe, to the known, 
er to the unknown? If charity to a 
guriend; was it void of all mercenax 
Pieps 7 If to a foe; was it done freely, 
Ind without grudging ? If to the known; 
ur id I do it chearfully, and without he- 
1 ation? If to the unknown; did I do 
hast without pride, and oſtentation? 
Was it a deſire of health that called 
from home? And if ſo, was it to 


* * 9 
* "D 


Yas 
ern 
0745 ue un . or to procure it? If to 


rell ure A "Was It ee my de- 


e | | ; & of 


120 
mine? If to lei Beth 3 my" 


rouſly, more dfligently, and more 988 
nally; than J had done it before? 

Was it ſociety that invited me abel! 
Tf ſo, was it a ceremonious, or a 
friendly viſit? If friendly; was the 
converſation ſuch as friendſhip requires, 
for mutual advantage, and improve- 
ment? If ceremonious only; was it 
ſincere however? without flattery, with- 
cout ſelf-intereſt mexely, and without im- 
pertinent curioſity? In ſhort, was it 

devotion that called me out? If ſo; 
Was it n _ 1 of Hypocriſy? 


0 R have 1 not gone out to 1 
as a thing of cuſtom; or to meet ſome 
one; or for variety; or becauſe I was 
ciſpoſed for nothing elſe? Have I not 
made viſits without any other end, than 
merely to 


with Giflng, with uſeleſs, if not inju- 
rious diſcourſe ? Have I not gone abroad 
for my health, at the ſame time I have 
indulging ſome paſſion deſtructive 


O 


it in 
order to do the will of God more vigo- 


pleaſe myſelf, and that too, 
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8 ee x XA Wy IN 1 ION. 11 
| ei it, or at leaſt; when. I defired health” | 
'E no other end, but to reliſh the plea-: 
1 n of life ? And have I not been over- 
anxious about i: r che (rok 
thing-needful for the fake of it? 
I have frequently gone out to the 
works of charity: but have 1 not been 
inwardly uncharitable all the while? 
That is, have I not done my charity, | 
with pride, with covetouſneſs, with an 
evil eye, and grudgingly Pj (21 Þ- have fre- 
| gone abroad for pleaſure: : but 
have I not ſought for criminal pleaſure; 
or too much indulged in that which 
was lawful; or enjoyed it b 144 
though moderately ? | een Tha : 
n, I have often gone out on account. of 
ne | buſineſs: but was it not ſometimes un- 
£9 neceſſary, or if not unneceſſary, was it not 
zot .. performed: however, without any view 
an to Jaftice, to prudence, or to piety? 14 
00, 0 . BU 45 1% 


' I? 


by 


ju- Ac Examine yourſelf; as 6 follows, with he 1H 1 


dllbcowls + gard to the time preſent, VIZ. | 


ave AMT often from home? And 5 40 98 5 
ivel forme. greater good | that calls me : out? © 
olft 75057 08 G FT When 


122 * Kh Tr = 
When Tait wut, do I ee; God, 
amidſt the throng and hurry of the 
_ Do I then ſet the Lord before 
me, when buſineſs or recreation, or 
ö per Fino or any other lawful occa- 
ſion, ſummons me from an attendance 
ann concern? 7 SH 
When I repair to the bunks of: God; 
Ao I fix my mind to an awful eric 
neſs and attention? Do I behave there 
with an exemplary and unaffected piety? 
And are the impreſſions J receive. there, 
; divine, operative and laſting ? g 
When I go to viſit my acquaintance ; ; 
40 Fcoffider the end of ſociety, . which | 
is mutual good? Do-T- conſtantly keep 
this end in view, and never "IM og 
it in any inſtance? + + o 
When innocent pleaſures. invite me 
forth; do I always remember the uſe 
+ 8 them, which is only to unbend 
; "and relieve the mind, and — 9 it more 
fit for gre eat employments ? And do 1 
ZH conſider, that whatever ex- 
ceceds "this * yr wy and endeth 
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When buſineſs with others calls me 
wht; is juſtice ever in my eye ? And is 
this religious truth ever in my ts, 

that no fraud, no oppreſſion; = s 
reaching, however ſecretly and/sknfalt 
managed, can eſcape the knowledge of.” 
the Moſt High ? Wherever Igo, E 1 
beg of God to direct my ſteps, and bleſs 2} 
him for protecting me, ait alte 
| Changes and chances of this life? , 
Do I thank him for having eſcaped. 
. «thoſe dangers which many others are 
daily expoſed to, and for having averaged 
thoſe ſnares, which not a few have un 
"happily fallen into?“ Do I lament that 
barefaced wickedneſs, | which appears 
publickly, and at noon- day ? And 
though I cannot prevent it myſelf, do 
I heartily pray unto God that he would 
mend it? That there may be date 
drunkenneſs, and blaſphemy, no mor 
theft and debauchery, heard of, or „den 
3 m our e * Tn . 2 OY 
e dal 0 ef 
a On be ee theſs / 
. crimes? And can I not p 
| G 2 
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| abs Tn elf We concern, or 
without a ſecret prayer to heaven for 


their reformation ? In all my goings out, 
and comings in, do I not forget that 


hand, which kindly guarded me from 


evil; which delivered me from the force 
of temptation, ſo that I have not yielded; 


and which kept all my bones, ſo wat 


not one of them was broken "oh Ae 


Do I not go abroad in the 8 0 as 
9 e e or inclination lead me, with- 
out ever imploring his grace and favour, 


who alone can ſhelter me from the ar- 
ro that flieth in darkneſs, and from the 


peſtilence that deſtroyeth at noon-day? 
In my concerns with others, do I not 


make the argain I cap, without 


ever erte g either their ienorance, 


or their penury, or their real deſerts? 


Do I not purſue my diverſions, when 
no good cauſe can be given for it; and 
when the care of my family demands my 


preſence ? And do I not tranſgreſs the : 9 
bounds of moderation in them, never il 
thinking that a going beyon d due Units, Jy 2 


is the 1 road to OB" atid deſtrub- 
tion? 


a 


K 
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tion 75 Do: I not go to church, without. 
any previous thought or preparation? 
Am I not inattentive and ſoon weary? 
Or at leaſt, do I not quit all pious and 
ſerigus conſiderations, in an inſtant al- 
moſt, after I have turned my back up- 
on it.? Are not my viſits uſeleſs, if not 
cenſorious, and of bad influence? 4 | 
do. I not take more, ot as much de- 
light any where, as ah N in e 1 
ana va [06% 14.0 une 


#% | 
« # # + 


3. Baan, ne yourſelf as xs follows WI 75 re- 
tt | 4 rin N aden 282 


Ix p T am, abe TR KH MPO over 
my conduct abroad, am I willing fo to 
continue? Will I. then never leave my 
threſhold, without reflecting, what - 
am about to do, and without begging the 
divine aſſiſtance, to help me in the doing 


of it? Will I never go out of my 


houſe upon any. buſineſs; or any pleaq- 
ure, which I dare; not Proj unto. the 
18 ord n wein! TINT th 
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L FI ns am, nor a Gs corcllt 8 
of my behaviour abroad, am I willing . 
to be more careful for the future? Do 
J then; find any concern in myſelf for 
any paſt misbehaviour or imprudence 
herein? And will I keep as much at 
home as -poſlible, till I have laid ſuch 
a foundation within, by meditation and 
prayer, as that I can appear in publick, 
with leſs danger to 9 and offence 


to others. 


CHAPTER vu. 17 47 


of being A L 0 N *. >a 


1. : | Exam ne vols as allows with 1 


1 gard to the time uſt, viz. © . 


une God? Have I frequently en- 
_ into my cloſet and ſhut the door, 


ED AVE I delighted | to be op ; 
and te meditate upen 


| God made me, and preſerves me? But 


"© 
x - 


* ' 


Or, 


hat 


Sz LE-EXAMINA® 10N: 127 
that 1 might not be interrupted” in my 
pions, and heavenly contemplations? 
Have I, by reflecting deeply on the gra- 


cious inſtance of God's mercy in rer 


deeming me and all the world, acquir- x 
ed that faith in Chriſt, which worketh 
by love? Have I then believed that 


have I been thankful to him then, for. 
his goodneſs; and, as a token of my 
thankfulneſs, have I been ſolicitous to 
pleaſe him? Have I believed that Jeſus 
Chriſt ſuffered death for the fins of 
mankind? But have I then, been fear- 
ful of committing ſim? Have I be- 
lieved he roſe again from the dead ? But 
have I then, fixed my affection upon 
things above, rather than on things in 
the earth? Have I believed he will 
judge the world? But have I been 
careful then, al ways to think, ſpeak, and 
a& as becomes a chriſtian? Have I be- 
a llieved that the Holy Ghoſt aſſiſts me in 

> way of my duty? But have I then, 
ſet about my 0 with e e 
bearfulneſs? : Wks PRE 


_ -- 


oy 1 
Have I Larncd Hunde 195 e 
ing my own littleneſs with the great 


of him that made me? Have 0 
to, be thankful, by conſidering his: ling 


OT 


bounded goodneſs, and my own un 
thineſs And have I learned to "be oy 
Ways patient and refigned, from an ha- 
bitual and confirmed perſuaſion, that 
Whatever is by divine appointment and 
permiſſion, is wiſeſt and beſt ?; et 

Tf1 have been virtuous. in chi or 
that particular inſtance, have 1 locked 


very narrowly into my own. breaſt, to 


ſee if my virtue proceeded 1 from a ri cht 
principle? Whether it was natural If 7 
clination that lead me to it, or a ſenſe 
of duty i And to come at this Ae 
knowledge, have I carefully. conſidered, 
whether- I have had reſpect unto All 
* God's: commandments, | the only ſure 
mark of eu in the odlerrnes, of 
an ? | | 
. if 1 have tha from this: or 
chat particular vice, have 1 reflected with 
myſelf, whether it wWas becauſe I feared 
to ae God, or becauſe ; 1 had : 
| a 


3 2 — jor e 8 


how have I reſolved this material point? 


Hive. I likewiſe. abſtained from every 
and from hence, on y have 0 


in 15725 
l q 4 


Have T hw as cautious of doit an 
| unbecoming thing in private, as I would 
And have I al- 
ways conſidered, . that when I was con- 
cealed from the. world, I was naked 


have been in publick ? 


and open to mY n who.  Eorerſs 
the. world? ike hes ER 


O R h have I not, * retired, Ak 
that the Lord was preſent with me, and 
that the God of Jacob regarded me? Or 


have I not ſaid in my heart, tuſh, he 
will not ſee, or he will not puniſh? 
Hence, have I not been more unguard- 
ed, more ſecure, and more daring, than. 


at other times ?!——Or has not my, inno- 


cence been conſtitutional, as well as my 
goodneſs Have I not been partial in the 
performance. of my duty 3 and Fconſequent- 


ene or vicious, as nature * pted Fj 


8. * r I NAT 10 "by 125 
natural diſlike, and antipathy to it? But 


wo 8 1 r en N FED , r n * W 2 
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Have r not, -Inflead of communing 
with my own heart in my chamber, 
| indulged 1 my ſelf in ſome idle or wicked 
89 ights, or been engaged in the read- 

fome uſeleſs or pernicious book ? 
— I not, inſtead of retiring from com- 
pany and temptations, to avoid being 


corrupted or enſnared, ſhut myſelf up 


from the world, merely out of reſent- 
ment, or {i ullennefs, or a reſervedneſs of 
temper, or melancholy ? And have I 


not, inſtead of ſeeking retirement to 


converſe with my Maker, loved to be 
alone, for the ſake of gratifying ſome 
paſſion, ſome deſire, which 1. could 
not. ſo well . in the OM... of 
men? | 3 


2 Exami ne yourſelf as 15 7810 Wt th gary 
Nane the time preſent, viz. | 


AM I often 05 ? And is it WIR 
choice, not neceffity $f Am I better 
for being much alone? Or is it my 
deſire and endeavour to be ſo? Do I 
| * exetciſe myſelf in the law of the 
- Loi; 
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Lord? And is this my ſtudy and de- 

light? Do I think and contrive how L 

can beſt glorify God, and How: I car 

de moſt ſerviceable to man? Do 1 

ſearch into the inmoſt receſſes of my 

heart; and labour to expel from thence V- 
every lurking evil; by the help of reaſon 
and reflection? Do I NY month 

with month, week with week, but eſ- 

8 — day with day, to A what 

pirogreſs I have made, what ground I 

> || have: got; or what ground I have loſt? 

Do I call to mind the fins: I have been 

e || -guilty of? Sins of commiſſion alarm 

dus, and are not ſoon forgot: but do! 

f | {confider with myſelf what fins of omiſ- 4 

| fion I am chargeable with; which are , 

| apt to. flip the memory "Br Do I conſider 

'4 | that I muſt one time account for theſe, 

2 WA od 

2 ſins of omidion are no trifling 

ter ITY what I am 0! e in, when 

y alone? And do often chuſe to retire, 
and really 15 1 bon the 2 wa fares: 
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On OR 5 ry not decker obs i to An inceſ- 
ſantly taken up in company? Or if I 
am alone ſometimes, am I not indolent ? 
Or if not indolent, employed to no 
uſeful purpoſe, if not badly employed 
Am I not either looking out for new 
amuſements, new diverſions, new ways 
of - conſuming” time; or elſe corrupting 
my imagination by hurtful books; or by 
idle thoughts? Or if not ſo, am I not 
indulging the ſpleen, or ſome ill tem- 
per or other? Are not theſe the em- 
1 of meth TY and vgs 


Hours'? ee | = _ 
Yi | Bovine wf as fills my re- 
_ . to ant time to , viz. NJ. 
2 6 res e * 
is. 1 0 et N have ae retire- 
ment, and have made it ſubſervient to 
wiſe and religious purpoſes, am I ſtill 
ready and willing to do ſo? Am T1rre- 
ſolved then, to keep a conſcience void 
of offence, ſuch as I can conſult and 
attend to without fear and trembling; 
1. | . ä | ſuch | 
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ſach as Lean appeal to with ſatisfaction; 
and real complacency; ſuch as will ren- 
der me not a terror, but a pleaſure to 
myſelf? And am I reſolved to fit in- 

different and looſe to the pomps and va- 
nities of this world ? Am I reſolved 
to give up my complaiſance and good-— 
nature ſo far, as not to follow or coun- 
tenance the faſhionable liberties of the 
age? Am I, in ſhort, reſolved, by 
the grace of God; not only to flee 
from what is really ſinful in itſelf, but 
even to forego the innocent recreatidns "i 
of life, or at leaſt to be ſparing in them, - "il 
as they often either . in up _ = 
Peg too near NT, 1 
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I F I neither am, nor „ have” . 
friend to retirement; or if I do delghe, 55 
, or have delighted in being alone, only 
> | for the ſake of indulging ſome humour; 
I ſome paſſion or other; am I willing to 
- | love it more, and employ: 1t better for: 
d | the future? Do I then, feel any re- 
d | gret in myſelf," on account of having: 
5 n any time, ne in  ulcleſs, or in 
h | e dale, 
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idle, or eee or in 


vain pleaſure; or in trifling away thoſe 


hours, I have 5 pent in private? And am 
1 ready to make what amends I can for 
theſe errors, by keeping myſelf more 
reſerved than uſual; and by converſing 
more intimately with my own heart? 


ot being in deu. 


1. an — as follows wilth regard 
2 the a me Fac viz. 


g. AVE — 5 much in bunny ? 
"Tf If ſo, have I neglected no duty 
| for the fake of it? Have I oe 


complaiſant ; but complaiſant- however, 


rent prudence? Have I been glad to 
make — agreeable ? But have I took 


care to be ſo, by ſhewing myſelf: the 
chriſtian? Have I avoided, as much 
as dalle. all looſe, cenſorious, trifling 
and 


5 


1 Ae e it in others, by ſilence, 
or by reproof, or, when nothing elſe 

would do, by decently withdrawing ? 
Have I ſet a watch over my mouth, and 9 
kept the door of my lips, leſt any thing 
ſhould eſcape from me, that is unbe-. 
coming of me, either as a a chriſtian, or a 
man! 5 


Ox hal Inot 3 a 1 = 
ed in converſation ? Have I not betrayed 
a want of common diſcretion, much 
more of a true chriſtian ſpirit? Have I 
not been. haſty to ſpeak hat was upper- 
moſt in my mind, without ever conſi- 
dering the evil tendency: of it perhaps; 
or at leaſt the unreaſonableneſs of it ? 
Have I not been ſo far from diſcourdging 
the licentious, or the trifling or the re- 
flecting talk of the company, ers 
joined therein rh Plealure, and made 
A party tin ite I of. ne bag comms - 
; +: Nay, have I not hn ſo, alli of = 
being the entertaining gueſt or compa- 
nion, that I have freely given. into the 
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 hume Mas the company, 8 e 
trary it was to my own ſentiments, or to 
the will of God? And have I not ſpoke 
with freedom on ſuch topicks, as I knew 
were not ſo proper, becauſe I knew they 
would be pleaſing? —Or have I not been 
ſo fond of company, that I have ſought 
it on all occaſions, and made it my bu- 
. ſineſs as it were, when it fhould only 
= Have been my amuſement? That is, have 
I not omitted other thin by on its account, 
\yehich I waght not to have Ws; 2 


aa = yourſelf as ali W? 3th regard 
4900164520 IR, VIZ. 
1 1 7 
Wur E N I am in company, Fa I ne- 
ver behave as though I forgot, that I am 
in his preſence, Who will judge me at 
the laſt day? And do I act as one, who 
is under the inſpection of divine omni- 
1 heaven and earth? Do I conſider, that 
God will take account, not only of every 
 — Trina, . ur N idle word 2 ji 
; does 
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4 nuch a reflection cauſe me to be care- 
. and reſerved in what I ſay : 4 . 
Do I always chuſe the beſt company:; 
that is, not the greateſt, but the wileſt 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe ? And if I happen to 
be where the converſation is not ſuch as 
it ought to be, have I reſolution: enough 
to quit the company ny, rather than ſtay to 
hear what is not conſiſtent; either with 
virtue, decency, or- good manners? 
Am I above that falſe modeſty, hat 
fooliſh complaiſance which connives at 
ſuch diſcourſe, as does diſhonour to Goc „ 
and the cauſe 8h religion 2 and Have T. 


licitadons to indulge: myſelf in doeh + 
berties, as the company propoſes ?- That 
is, do I, in whatevet company I am, 
obey God, rather than man, and chuſe 
to appear diſagreeable in it, rather than 
forfeit his favour by unbecoming me- 
thods? Do I only ſtrive to render myſelf. 
acceptable to the world; by ſuch m_ as 
W * e en, e ee nE 
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thinks concerning me, and chiefly intent 
on the approbation of man ? Do I not 
reſolve to be the entertaining companion; 

though it is at the expence of truth and 
ſoberneſs? Am I not aſhamed to talk 
like'a good chriſtian, and be ſerious, be- 
cauſe it might not pleaſe: the company? 


And rather than be thought ill-bred, or 
ill-natured, am I not ready to come into 


any ee bak YO _ the time 
pleaſantly? + 0 | 
Do I not run into an company: pro- 
miſcuouſly ? Or, if I make a choice, is 
not my choice founded upon wit, or elo- 
quence; or ſome other worldly accom- 
pliſhment, rather than upon the beauties 


of virtue, and e r of religion ol 


That is, do I not prefer what is called 
an agreeable com 


pb to a pious, o- 
ber and prudent one? And is not my 


conduct conform able to ſo vain a choice? 


Am I not impertinent, or cenſorious, or 
light, or trifling in my converſation? 


And. fo I not diſregard the God who 


{ces 
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ſees wit; enn me, Fa e is a 
baer ot e ee n 5 
a {> 5 25 N N 4 
3. Examine yourſel If as » ſllns withregard 
„ the time zo come, vim, ©. 


bs; Lat; and:bivebeen.fuches 1 auld 
be in reſpect to the company I keep, am 
I diſpoſed to continue * 5 unto the end? 
Will I then, beg of God to direct me in 
my choice > And. wall 1 always. make it 
a rule, to conſider before I go into com- 
pany, what is my duty on ſuch an oc- 
caſion; what end I. propoſe to myſelf i in 
going, and how I may thereby beſt pro- 
mote God's honour, and man's benefit? 
And will I, at all adventures, reſolve to 
put in execi tion, and actually execute, 
"= poſſible, what 1 am fully perſuaded i is 
fit and right, whatever others may es 
or wane nnn wit "17-119 . A Th | 


| of 1 be am, nor > Ai ook, ck 


= I ſhould he in reſpeXto 2 es 


the future a Wil I.then Selben facha 
com- pe 


company as I have imprude 85 choſen 
Will T be lefs complaiſant Waitofunl.; 
and not be any more well-bred, at the 
expence of virtue and diſeretion ? Will 
| I expreſs my concern for my paſt miſ- 
conduc}, by counter-aCting it for the 
| time to come; that is, by conſulting the 
. dictates of my own- heart; and ſtrictly 
4 following them, _ not -tho'd vain Ku- 
Z mours of men P . en WINS 
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| thankful for it to God, bi doch 2 
of all good things 2 In Win de 
1 conlidered i it as a a bleſſing? | Have I con- 

e * s goo 


LS 


1 hat i is, haye I. not either deſtroyed it b 


worldd.Or.. n 1100 18 
blefling, becauſe it rendered me mere 1 
capable of ſerving my Maker? 4 
And then; how have I expreſſed my J 
thanks ?, By what, tokens WS I ſhewed ' 
my gratitude for it? Have I been pru- 
dently careful of preſerving it? Haye I 
employed it to that end, for Which i it 
was given me; vis the glory of God, 
and the benefit of man? It was given me 
for the higheſt purpoſes of religion, and 
wud 7 * 21 r e it 
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hes wy I. not denoted ih % the A = 
rice of my luſts ? Have I not either been 


; ? 


eaſure, or 4 


cgardleſs of it, in, a a great 
care preſerve it? 


nade it my. chief 


y irregular. living, or or given up molt q 


ny time to anxiety about it, and ads 
ayſelf a ſlave to it And, after all, 
or what? Was it not becauſe loved 
us world, and was afraid to a ir? 
W, was it not, to indolge more freel 
without Des 
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without ever looking up to God, the 
eren of it; without ever e 
its end, its value, ou! 1 a ce?” 100 
RK l 4 

2 7 "Examir ne ' yourſel 7 as Falls with re- 
45 gard : to the, tine preſent, ho wo | 


0 0 1 conſider health as 4 dont,” ai 
management of which will be-enquired 
into at the great day? Do I confider the 
| ſeveral advantages "oft, and ppl them 
| diligently and faithf ly ? Do I often 
1 look up to God, and thank him for his 
; - goodneſs to me, when ' {6 many are la- 
bouring under infirmities, whether off 1 
body or mind, or both, who are no leſiſ ca 
deſervin > of his favours, nay probably 
more delerving of them than e C 
And do I, as ig every otl 
in this particularly, y, give dence 6f 1 my 
grateful heart, by alleviating their wear) An 
Circumſtances t to the beſt of my power wel 
by viſiting, y comforting; by adviſing wh 
and by relieving chern 9 * 
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body But am I more. ſolicitous for the 


health of my ſoul? I wiſh to have 4 


good conſtitution; but do I wiſh more 


to have a good conſcience ?. Am I then; 
More zealous about ſtoring my mind with a 
worthy and religious ſentiments, than | 


bout keeping my body in a he 
n 


2N dered,, would bY rati ne 


1 6 to Sire 


la- nj of its goku i by an in nme 
olf fincere ae. Is my ſoul N. firſt 
body my fe: 3 5 
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| mortal part, making my ſpiritual part 
ef my, after- concern, if any c m 
aA I not. anxiouſly thoughtfuf about the 
et er welfare of my outward man? And am I 
not greatly negli 
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Am: I: ſolicitous- for the health of my 


bar 2 


ern at all? 


ligent of that of my in- 


A "Þard? Am In not much more deſirous of | | 
being healthy, than innocent? Or at _ 


trwing, 
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| i * n 1 
. triving, and putting in execution 5 
method of Keeping my body in - order, 
and by omitting to apply that food, 
which is EY to the 1 eſtate of | 
War eee 
1 or ern I not regardleſs af t 2180 far 
| from being ſolicitous about it, do Tnot in- 
_ dulgemyſelf in ſach ways of life, as mb 
© ſoon impair 1 my conſtitution, ' and brin 
on diforders'? Do I not rather chuſ© to 
gratify my appetite, "Hhiin « . yoo 
gift of health whit 
And ſo far'fren Al, ſvit, 
d I not daily wanton with it, and treat 
it as a vile thing,” not worth my care, 
or for v wh ach I am not enen to 
of all this * bear Py 'or 2 150 che Gif 
orders and infirmities of others, v 
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for making them inſtrumental to 
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puniſhment for my ſins? And 
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| to raiſe me 
haue on 


and: mens Wi ink of Pan 196 
quads And have 1 not converted 


8 that into a curſe, by 


- 


. "9 | H 2 


* ty. . , * 7 , 
FX i 4 + 1225 
3 


a, which h N 7 Ae] . as 


I That is, "has . my hekiiels [prove 
| a ſnare, rather than a benefit to' nie 4 


e abioilcl 
follews x W) 1 ro ard 


. k 2 * * A EE 4 7 1 


4 M I in a ch ſtate, or babit.. 
body or mind? If Iam; a bod, 
ning? brig * in duch a 


10 ny own d i 
ply: concerned Fay 
1g Ati 1 "a concerned AY 0 
it 7 11 my 

the will of 
Do I look upon it r 
for me? Dot confider that he woul, 


+ © Vx 


not afflict me thus, was it not for m 
profit? ? And does ſuch a reflection e 
cite in me the warmeſt gratitude 8 
t kind and gracious a bein? 

Bo. I make uſe. of all pious and 'fru 


ALY. 


4 FE r 55 a * 3 
A 2 


< A a x * 
we . 

£5 o 

. 2 

Ta 


a a. 


1 . a L 4 
3.49 3 . F * % * 4 
A 1488014 RY 
3 72 7 "Wu 5 
4 þ 
- » A ky 5 
» N y jy x © p42 þ * 1 4 9. 


* 


PX 


* | 


3 is. if is. 
life, rat 


cke vanities of it? $6 ee aa wy = 


to, bid adieu tot 
d for: tl 


ſucceed 1 no 


| L211 


2 


8 . 


q 8 yk, and WW | 
dai jury" = 


to be attributed 


not . oa fretful1 — 1 
unreſigned to his will? And if. 
owing. to my own folly, am I not 
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